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Free DVD about using the Release Weight to improve the survival of released fish  
Recfishwest has produced a DVD about using the Release Weight, available from Tackle Shops (while stocks 
last) to be given away FREE with purchases of a Release Weight. The DVD includes some fascinating above 
and underwater footage of the Release Weight in action, showing fish clearly suffering the effects of 
barotrauma swimming off strongly with the aid of the release weight. By arrangement with FRDC, the DVD 
also contains segments from "Gently does it" covering releasing several popular species of fish and general 
information about deep hooking and barotrauma. All videos can also be downloaded for viewing.  
www.recfishwest.org.au/ReleaseWeightDVD.htm  &  www.recfishwest.org.au/MediaStateReleaseWeightDVD.htm 

Expression of interest called for Recreational Fishing Industry Study Tour to United States 
Recfishwest will be hosting a 9 day study tour following the World Recreational Fishing Conference held in 
Dania Beach Florida, 10 - 13 November 2008. This will provide an opportunity to learn from American 
recreational fisheries management systems with a particular focus on Marine Park planning, stock 
enhancement and artificial reefs. Expressions of interest should be sent to Recfishwest by 18 August 2008  
http://www.recfishwest.org.au/USStudyTour2008.htm  

Fish “missing” from WA's oceans 
This summer, West Coast recreational fishers will face the toughest restrictions yet with some popular species 
off limits altogether. The drastic cuts are already facing a backlash. Fishermen, charter operators, researchers, 
businesses and the Government agree the days of unlimited year round fishing are over for some species, but 
questions now include whether the new regime is the most effective approach, and the scientific justification. 
http://www.abc.net.au/stateline/wa/content/2006/s2296478.htm  

Fish recording board helps record catch details for Research Angler Program logbooks 
A wet recording sheet made of white matt finish laminex helps recreational fishers easily record their catch 
out on the water and later complete their log books. Individual fish lengths can be easily recorded, with kept 
or released and length categories by placing fish on the tray and making a mark directly on the board.  
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/docs/macs/research/RAPNewsletter_2008_06.pdf  

Women fined for undersized crabs, commercial fisherman fined for false catch returns  
Two women were fined more than $1,500 each for catching 53 undersized blue manna crabs in the 
Leschenault Estuary in January. A Bunbury based commercial fisherman has been fined more than $40,000 
for 26 offences from 2003 to 2007 for submitting false catch returns and illegally selling specimen shells.  
www.fish.wa.gov.au/docs/media/index.php?0000&mr=564  &  www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/07/16/2305454.htm  

WA Tsunami study underway 
A study into the history of tsunamis in Western Australia has moved into its next phase. Site visits have 
found evidence of a tsunami at Cape Range Peninsula in 1994 and at Steep Point near Shark Bay in 2006. 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/07/16/2305123.htm  

10,382 boat crews in ocean line fishing creel survey 
A 12-month survey of recreational boat based fishing between Augusta and Kalbarri on the West Coast during 
2005-06 calculated the recreational catches of Dhufish at 186 tonnes 35,222 fish, combined whiting species 46 
tonnes 404,376 fish, Pink snapper 40 tonnes 17,808 fish, Australian herring 40 tonnes 288,392 fish. The 
required 50% reduction in catch means the 2005/6 catch of about 11,000 Dhufish in the metro zone needs to 
be reduced to 5,500 per year, or only about 140 to 160 per week outside the 3 or 4 month closed season. 
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/docs/frr/frr177/index.php?0706  


