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Recfishwest asks for fishing and infrastructure commitments in State Election Policy 
Recfishwest’s 2008 election policy identifies many issues which are seen as fundamental for the next term of 
government, and seeks the support of political parties. These initiatives represent significant challenges and 
potential issues for recreational fishing over the next four years. It is important that political parties give 
definitive commitments against which the recreational fishing voters can make their decisions. Responses 
from political parties will be published on the RFW website to inform the recreational fishing public. 
http://www.recfishwest.org.au/ElectionPolicy2008.htm  

Expert recreational panel to advise a Liberal Government on West Coast fishing restrictions. 
A Liberal Government, if elected, will establish an expert recreational fishing panel to review the proposed 
demersal fishing ban and evaluate the environmental, social and economic impact of the restrictions, with a 
view to relaxing the bans, but would not act before the judgment of the expert panel. Commitment is for an 
appropriate balance between the need to manage fish stocks and the enjoyment of recreational fishing.  
http://www.wa.liberal.org.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=49&Itemid=141 
and http://www.thewest.com.au/default.aspx?MenuID=77&ContentID=92997  

Call for nominations for Board members of Recfishwest 
Five vacancies for Public board members and one Special General member will be decided at the RFW 
Annual General Meeting to be held 7.30pm on Friday 24 October. Also provides the opportunity for 
Recfishwest members to discuss relevant recreational fisheries management and share some refreshments. 
http://www.recfishwest.org.au/AGMNotice2008.htm  

National Recreational Fishing Conference an opportunity to share a vision 
Hosted by Recfish Australia in partnership with the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and the 
Fisheries Research and Development Corporation, the conference theme is “Recreational fishing 2020 - a 
shared vision”. Conference and research workshops are open to anyone with an interest in recreational fishing 
and will have a special focus on capturing the needs and vision of the next generation of recreational fishers. 
http://www.recfish.com.au/hot_topics/pdf/MR%202008%20national%20recfishing%20conference.pdf  

Identifying and distinguishing between juvenile salmon and herring 
Fishers along the lower West Coast and South Coast regularly catch juvenile West Australian salmon in 
estuaries and coastal embayments. Unfortunately, many fishers mis-identify juvenile salmon and believe 
they have caught Australian herring which have no size limit and a larger bag limit. Some also believe these 
juveniles are “salmon trout”, but there is no such fish. Clear photos and information on identification. 
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/docs/pub/SalmonHerringID/download.php?0100  

Rottnest Island Management Plan 2009 - 2014 
Rottnest Island Authority is developing a new Management Plan for 2009-14. Current stage is early input in 
preparation of the DRAFT Plan. The separate Rottnest Island Marine Management Strategy covers fishing. 
www.rottnestisland.com/NR/rdonlyres/B50A87E3-B84C-446F-A416-FB8F9E6BBBAB/0/onlineform.pdf 
http://www.rottnestisland.com/en/Marine+Management+Strategy/default.htm   

Major stakeholders agree on urgent need for reform of marine planning  
A multi-sector marine planning process is overdue to provide for equitable resource sharing to serve the best 
interests of the State and include a functional, representative system of fully protected areas. Stakeholders 
look forward to when agencies and the community could negotiate a future for WA’s State waters in a 
cooperative framework free from the debilitating conflict that has characterized the marine reserve issue. 
http://www.wilderness.org.au/articles/major-marine-stakeholders-agree-on-urgent-need-for   


