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PART 1: EXECUTIVE REPORTS

CHAIRMAN 'S REPORT

Well what a year it has been!

Drafting this report has caused me to reflect on whatave hchieved and marvel at
what has been done with such limited resources.

The challenge put to us by the Minister for Fisheries reggrolur financial
membership base and linking that to continued funding occusgmdicant portion
of our time in the latter half of 2007. Thanks to incesgiftom sponsors such as
Engel Australia and Skywest and much hard work by theisteeést team we were
able to address the Minister’s concerns and exceed théensimp target set. Not
with standing this we must continue to work diligentlyrtaintain and grow our
membership base.

Recfishwest’s Executive Director Mr. Frank Prokop will yde detailed comment on
the various submissions prepared over the course of éhesyeh as the Fisheries
Management Papers 225 & 228; The Management Plan papers: ayafkt@kes
Inlet and Geographe Bay.

One initiative that we are immensely proud of deserpesial comment and that
initiative is the Young Future Leaders project. This pitoyatt help to ensure that
there is a trained group of people able to assist ifuthee management and
leadership of recreational fishing. The gathering of fifteelected participants at the
Abrolhos Islands together with a group of mentors astidfies personnel plus a
comprehensive program ensured an intense and enlighteningeexpewras had by
all.

The support and cooperation which we received from the Comveralth government
who provided the funds, the State government who providefa¢hiy, the
Department of Fisheries who had made available a réseessel and staff time and
the general recreational fishing community for their supfoorthe project was
nothing short of fantastic. Feedback to date has bemueaging and plans are
already being made to run further courses in the future.

Our Fishing Clinic program continues to be well receivedi thanks to the huge
volunteer effort that complements Recfishwest staftinning the program.

A unique fishing clinic for women recovering from breeahcer — the Pink Fly
Fishing Clinic — was conducted at Point Walter with elewemen attending and
receiving expert tuition in the art of flyfishing from intationally renowned fishing
personality 'Reel Girl' Jeni Gates.



In closing | need to acknowledge the support, advice and inpeiteecfrom the
members of the Recfishwest Board, it is much appreti#tte various committee
(Policy, Communications and Research) contributioasraraluable and the
Recfishwest team lead by Frank and Kane backed up by Conwtick Ythe quiet
achievers) is truly outstanding. Thanks for the grdattednd well done.

Craig Leatt-Hayter
Chairperson



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’'S REPORT

The 2007-2008 year has been interesting and extremely dyriaome of the most
important decisions in the last twenty years affeateggeational fishing have been
made. Many of these decisions have benefited theat@mmal fishing sector. It was
also very much a case of looking at whether the glasshalf full or half empty.

Most of last year and the first part of this year veke&n up with Recfishwest seeking
to increase its membership levels to be able to satisfgléim that we have a wider
mandate on recreational fisheries.

I am extremely proud of the way that Recfishwest lentable to meet this challenge
with over 1100 members at the end of the financial y&ae support from the wider
recreational fishing community and many of the tackleestavas exceptional. The
Mandurah boat show provided many new members.

The Halco special edition Laser Pro 45 member incerttieeinclusion of family and
pensioner discounts certainly helped to increase memparshbers. It was also
extremely pleasing to be able to offer such wonderfalsras an Engel
fridge/freezer, return Skywest flights to Exmouth and nathwer prizes to help
increase our membership. Our Chairman Craig Leatt-Haydeardexceptional job in
helping to arrange the prizes.

While having 1100 members is fantastic, it also comes asta &bembership
acknowledgements, mailout of the lure, annual general myeieformation and
nomination forms for the board all need to be collatetisent out. Much of this
effort fell onto Yvette Guy, in addition to her work@rganising the fishing clinics
which had around 3500 participants throughout Western Auslaatigear.

Special mention must also go to the completely indefaleg@erry Fuller. The
Casting around the Interneiewsletter that Terry puts together is highly prized
throughout Australia and contains exceptional infornmatio

Recfishwest faced a number of challenges on the funduhgtaffing front. The loss
of Mark Pagano’s experience and an additional policy poditas had an impact on
the issues which Recfishwest has been able to engagmwviRgl from Recfishwest
meeting its membership target, we were also able to ssoore additional funding
for 2008/2009.

Many fantastic things happened for the organisation. Rwadist was able to run
fishing clinics for nearly 3,500 people throughout the stateese included clinics for
remote aboriginal communities, grandparent and child sliaie our first Pink Fly
Fishers for women suffering from breast cancer. Ourcdéelil group of clinics
presenters should feel extremely proud of these accdmpdists. In addition,
Recfishwest was a finalist in the Department of Commyudrvices awards for our
fishing clinics projects, a remarkable result for recognibof the benefits of our work
in this area.



Kane Moyle was successful in winning the Peter Dundas-SBuitblarship from the
FRDC and is looking to journey to Canada to make a pras@mion the work being
conducted around Australia on reducing the impact of barotrauma

This trip will follow the release of the ‘Using the Rate Weight DVD’ which we
produced with funds from the Commonwealth Recreatioishliig Community
Grants Programme. Using the skills of a varietyalfimteers and the organisational
ability of Con Costa, a fantastic product has been pextiuSpecial thanks go to the
Australian Fishing Network for production assistance and $@iskers for ongoing
support for the release weight production.

The change of government at the federal level will hengications for Recfishwest.
The Commonwealth Recreational Fishing Community Grarmdigramme had been a
wonderful blessing for us — allowing us to run the Addicted $biRg not Drugs
program (twice), the Release Weight DVD and the Youwngré Leaders Program at
the Abrolhos Islands. We will also be undertaking litaa improvement project with
the Water Corporation at Drakesbrook Dam, as soon asrdyas undertaken for
dam maintenance.

All of these projects have been spectacularly sucde3sfe new federal government
has made a small commitment to community funding, budetisions have yet been
made on how the money will be spent.

Recfishwest would dearly love to be able to run more nagifishing clinics. While
they are expensive, they are extremely well receiveddarmake a difference in
regional areas.

The Young Future Leaders Program has far exceeded ourtvdigesns. The
standard of applicants and the support from the angling raedighe Department of
Fisheries has been spectacular! We cannot praise ettwai@lepartment of Fisheries
staff who assisted with the preparation for, and executf the project. Greg Finlay
and Dave Griffiths from Geraldton, Mark Pagano, ClinByers and Kristy Saville
from head office and David Fairclough from research vaése phenomenal.

The Young Leaders themselves and their mentors contnugtess people all
around Australia. Michael Sawyer for example, has la@eepted as the first ever
recreational representative on the Seafood Industdgitegrogram. Lisa Sharp (Hill)
now sits on RFAC and each and every participant hasngdshed something of
which they, and Recfishwest can be extremely proud.

Much of the year was taken up with negotiations on thet Weast demersal wetfish
management arrangements. Two reports were releasadditated significant
problems for dhufish stocks (which Recfishwest had styaagsed as part of the
dhufish workshop but with little result) and concernghwginapper.

As part of the management reforms, Jon Ford announaethiharea from White
Hills to Lancelin effectively becoming a recreatioriahing area. While a few hand
liners could continue in Cockburn Sound, the contentiong line entitlement was
removed and a compensation package developed.



One of the major impacts of the change to commewadline management was that
the cash or black market was significantly reduced. bflly a few commercial
fishers able to legally sell finfish, it became harfierillegal sales to avoid detection.
This was seen by Recfishwest as a significant besiefitanagement and also
decreased the mortality as much of this catch was unegpiorcommercial returns or
undetected if by ‘recreational’ fishers.

Recfishwest was disappointed in the level of reportingebgarchers on recreational
catches with almost impossible changes in data setg bheed yet there was no
attempt to update the tagging information that Recfishamstrecreational fishers
had worked so hard to collect.

What was extremely pleasing was that throughout theepspcecreational fishers
universally accepted that there was a need for signifirtantagement reforms for
dhufish. The only debate was how quickly and for hawg lthe management controls
would apply.

Recfishwest believed that a two month closure wouldhsetlirection for future
management as it had done for Cockburn Sound snapper witmgmgoeiews as
quality information from well designed and cooperativ&eegch programs was
received. It is a delicate balancing act betweenpnééing fairly rough research data
and not doing enough to ensure a quality fishery remains.

The issue remains volatile and Recfishwest is workimghe myriad of management
considerations with enormous energy.

During the year Minister for Fisheries Jon Ford continieeldave regular meetings
with our new Chairman Craig Leatt-Hayter and |. ThieidMer has made a number of
informal approaches on policy issues and we thank tinéstdr and his advisers for
making themselves available.

| continued as a Director to the Fisheries Researcibamdlopment Corporation,
which is a real honour. The FRDC Board met with thefiRlewest Board and
received a presentation from the Young Future Leaders wi@slrextremely well
received.

Kane Moyle continues to excel in many areas and contmuéise Fisheries Research
Advisory Body (FRAB) that advises FRDC on Western Aal&n research priorities.
Western Australia has some challenges to meet inajexg quality research
applications, especially with Integrated Fisheries Manaent information needs not
qualifying for many external funding programs and the stadfulpe new Western
Australian Marine Science Institute (WAMSI) with CSIR@o0 competing for time of
the researchers. Kane has now joined the RecfishisgaReh team administered by
Bill Sawynok.

Recfishwest has continued to have a high profile witHiBte@ustralia. Des Wood is
a member of the Board during the year and worked hardstoethat the politics of
fishing at the national level didn’t become too difficiecfish Australia has made
enormous progress during the year but has also sufferadythtive dedicated efforts
of a few individuals to try and bring our national peakybtudits knees. Ultimately,
continual distractions took their toll and my friend datarrison resigned as CEO to
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take up a position with the commercial fishing industrthe Clarence region of
northern NSW.

It is ironic that last year | flagged to Recfish and tlgio this report that | would not
be here in 12 months, yet | continue while John has dhowe It is frustrating that
ongoing sniping happens so often in fishing. It is a chalehgt new CEO Len
Olyott is addressing as he finds his feet. The situatitim Recfish Australia would be
greatly helped with better understanding and support frorafb@nd DEHWA, the
two main government departments in Canberra.

The list of the vast range of committees and workirmyugs in which Recfishwest
participates demonstrates the regard with which our viesveeld. We add value not
only to all of the program initiatives of the DepartrmehFisheries, but across a huge
spectrum of government and non-government issues. Weghareand earned
respect from the commercial fishing industry, mainstreanservation groups, local
government, state government departments and their Msetel the Australian
government. We should all feel proud that we ensurehbatiéws of recreational
fishing are considered. We may not win everything ancetae times when it feels
that the mountain to climb is extremely high, busibetter to have tried and failed
than not to have tried at all.

The presence of Recfishwest, the Conservation CotiGlKailis group, WAFIC
and Aquaculture Council on the Halt the Salt project,thadvonderful win we had
in getting the project rejected, is a testimony to tygacity of these groups to work
together.

During the year, | am sad to report that our relationstiip the Department of
Fisheries suffered a number of testing times. In pdatic our relationship with the
Research Division deteriorated as communication driechdpva were unable to
learn about projects and results. Recfishwest raiggificant concerns about
Cockburn Sound crabs modelling, recreational catch calontaand addressing
management of the Roe’s abalone fishery with no pesitutcomes. When the
Research Committee invited the Department to help devesgarch priorities, we
were told that this had already been done and that wedslomk at their priorities.

Within head office, many good people have left. The Iés$seather Brayford last
year, lan Curnow and Tim Bray and the likely loss aktrSaville has greatly
impacted on progress of management issues. Theseemqeetiand quality staff
were also most likely to have meaningful engagement Rattfishwest.

In a number of areas we have seen the only tangibdé@me of a move towards
Integrated Fisheries Management being the dissolutiardeflicated recreational
program. In spite of this, Recfishwest remains strongtymitted to the IFM model
and hope that efforts are made to make it work.

We have spent the entire year trying to make progresbanmges to consultative
structures which would cause Recfishwest to examineoitssdBcomposition and
servicing of regional issues. There has been no progress

It is also extremely important to point out the @nous contribution of our volunteer
based Board. The Executive Committee including Craigtitéayter, Des Wood,
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Steven Gill, Norman Halse and Terry Fuller work maoyrs a week on Recfishwest
iIssues.

We have been continuing to ensure that the needsrebtemal fishermen are given
full consideration in the development of managemeategjies by local, state and
federal government and by other interest groups such ameamal fishing,
conservation and many others.

Our funding will again be closely examined during the yparticularly with a
looming election, to ensure that our funding is assurethtomedium term.

While we can get money for running fishing clinics and researgjects, it is the
daily grind of management negotiations, the heartbreakmmghdane series of
meetings that may never lead to an outcome which isenlierare having trouble
getting core funding. It is for this reason that weested so heavily in terms of time
in developing the young future leaders to take a greateint the future.

Recfish Australia is faced with similar problems anel peak national body for
commercial fishing ASIC folded due to lack of funding and supp@AFIC and the
rock lobster industry are also facing many challengestan@ssential that all
recreational fishers understand how important it is te f@astrong, professional and
viable peak body for both commercial and recreationinfisin Western Australia.

Last year | was feeling very frazzled. | have sina draother recurrence of my
medical issues requiring further surgery in late June. Mihester has placed
significant challenges before Recfishwest, some of wh&ve required considerable
commitment to issues not directly related to fishemesmagement. However, with all
these things, | believe that we have come out the stitie.

We have gained the respect of the Minister for continued ¢gith negotiations, and
my doctors are confident that they have gotten athptumours.

My absence has seen the blossoming of Kane MoyleisBaaiés manager. He has
taken the challenge of acting as ED of Recfishwest Wiite/e been away in his
stride. He will make a significant mark in Australiashieries management.

I am much more confident of the future of Recfishwestrasrganisation and the
activity as an integral part of the lifestyle of West@ustralia. | can therefore seek to
move on when the right opportunity arises and knowdtiars can build on a solid
foundation.

I would like to offer special thanks to our new Chainn@raig Leatt-Hayter, whose
enthusiasm and dedication has been greatly appreciated.

Special thanks to Board members Dr Howard Gill, Al Beasad Mark Morris who
have faced significant family medical issues this ye¥dso to Stephen Gilders who
has faced similar issues, but who is likely to remaitheBoard. They have served
the organisation very well, including Howard on the exeeuommittee and we
hope that all will continue to keep in touch.



The efforts of all Board members and other voluntedys give so freely of their time
on behalf of recreational fishing are often under reaghi It has been a bittersweet

pleasure to work on the variety of issues during the pastwith such enthusiastic
and dedicated people.

Frank Prokop
Executive Director



PoLicy OFFICER’S REPORT

The 2007/08 year provided some significant challenges to @adgl slim policy

staff resources. The departure of Principal Policyc®ff Mark Pagano, to the
Department of Fisheries required a significant restrudtutiege organisation’s
capacity to deal with policy issues. Recfishwest no lohgdrthe luxury of two full
time staff to deal with the myriad of policy issues impagron recreational fishing in
this vast state. This required a refocussing of effortsrds core issues impacting on
recreational fishers with the major issue over thé year being the review of the
West Coast demersal scalefish management.

In September 2007 Minister for Fisheries, Jon Ford, anmabliie largest
recreational only fishing zone in Western Australiatstiing the entire metropolitan
coastline from Mandurah to Lancelin out to the 200 metteito This
announcement was obviously well received by Recfishwesteahave been working
on greater access for the recreational fishery imté&opolitan region for nearly 10
years, but at the same time we knew our time would domehter management.

The lengthy consultation process that followed theultred in a plan that would see
the recreational sector have to significantly reduxeatch of the now aptly named
vulnerable 5. The large number of submission (over 1300)atet that this review
sparked considerable interest from recreational fishing @ukiih the position and
timing of a closed season generating the greatest l[egehament. It was
encouraging to see the large number of submissions frequiblic, however,
opinions were often polarized, and ensuring any positiofiskegest took likely to
upset a component of our constituents. | believe ourdinamission was a well
considered and responsible position, which a large proposas supported in the
final plan.

While we saw a lot of action in the way of West QGabsmersal scalefish
management, Marine Park Planning took up significantly iessthan it has in the
past four years. In that time Recfishwest has lealatt@bout how to best deal with
the marine park planning process and we are starting sbseepositive outcomes
for the recreational community, particularly with t&lpole/Nornalup Inlets Marine
Park. The Pilbara Eighty Mile Beach Marine Park wdlthe next cab off the rank
and Recfishwest has become involved early on setting igharfes Consultation
group with Department of Environment and Conservation FWAPearl Producers
Association and Department of Fisheries.

2007/08 saw the completion of three Recfishwest funded Comeaiitn
Government Recreational Fishing Community Grants pmjethe success of the
Young Future Leaders Course held out at the Abrolhosdslamas a particularly
rewarding achievement for the organisation. Watching thepants grow before
your eyes as they developed a greater understanding ofribadies involved in
fisheries management was fantastic. Recfishwestha®sama highly competent group
of young future leaders in recreational fishing to fill imjaot advocacy roles in the
future. Recfishwest will continue to promote a numbeudher leadership
development opportunities to the group to ensure their dewveloipas the next
generation of leaders continues.



The Recfishwest team put a significant amount of waxk @msuring this inaugural
program ran smoothly and | can not thank everyone involeedgh. The support
from the Department of Fisheries and in particulargGfmlay in making sure
everything we needed for running a successful conferertbe aktremely isolated
Abrolhos Islands was catered for. The high levehtdrest for positions in this
inaugural course and success of the program has encouragfesth®Rest to pursue
funding for another course in 2009.

The Recfishwest Release Weight DVD and Brochure wathanCommonwealth
Community Grants Project completed in 2008. | must thaalekceptional efforts
Con Costa in organising the logistics for this extrenablgllenging project. This
finished project has received great reviews form the recredtfishing public and
should well and truly see the project achieve its keydiincreasing awareness of
this best practice for releasing demersal fish.

The past year has seen a number of professional devetdpportunities come my
way. In September 2007 | was fortunate to be a part dkéloéish Australia Next
Generation of Leaders Course held in Darwin. Thisaviatastic opportunity to be
involved in this inaugural leadership course and | have developeohber of good
national contacts in the recreational fishing industrwas particularly fortunate to be
given Fisheries Research and Development Corpora&iketgutive Director, Patrick
Hone, as my Mentor for the program. Patrick and | ltawginued to make regular
contact since the program and have discussed further gimfasdevelopment
opportunities.

In May this year | was awarded the $10,000 FRDC Peter Dudwihéts+ Scholarship.

| plan to use this scholarship money to attend the AmeFRdsdreries Society
Conference in Ottawa as well as spending a week wlitls&vynok, Infofish in
Rockhampton to learn from some of the recreationabrebgprograms he has set up.
| plan to use the knowledge gained from this to develop a disoysaper on how
best to utilise recreational anglers as collectoffissbéries data. Currently
recreational anglers are being underutilised in fisheessarch and moving forward a
real goal of Recfishwest should to be to take on respoihgiioit coordinating
recreational anglers in fisheries research projects.

If Recfishwest’s Policy resources weren’t stretchedughowith the departure of
Mark Pagano, 2007/08 has seen myself spend some signifinanhts of time away
from the office. Between a wedding, around the worldelyonoon trip, shoulder
reconstruction, new front teeth and increasing workelrdgmand the number of
hours spent in the office have been stretched. | thkak the staff that have picked
up the slack while | have been away and particularlylgnahere the burden of
completing submissions has often been left.

The unfortunate need for Frank to have further surgery in 2008re take on the
responsibility of Acting in the Executive Director rdte two months. This was a
particularly busy time for the organisation with Minisfen Ford announcing his plan
for West Coast demersal scalefish management. Fraarkisle misfortune provided
fantastic experience for me in leading the organisatidy.thanks must go out to the
Executive Committee for their support and assistanceglthia testing time for the
organisation.
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I must also thank the tireless work of both Con Costh¥avette Guy with the
administrative duties and coordination of fishing clinmsRecfishwest. They are the
two that hold the office together and are so importatitécsuccess of this
organisation.

| look forward to continue working with Recfishwest and many stakeholders on
the many challenges that lie ahead for the recreatfiishing industry.

Kane Moyle
Policy Officer
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PART 2: COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMUNICATIONS AND M EMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

The 2007/8 year has been an interesting one for the Coitaions and Membership
Committee.

Recfishwest Membership

The Minister for Fisheries set Recfishwest a challengaibstantially increase
membership during the 2007 calendar year as part of the corsdibr Recfishwest’s
funding. Considerable effort was spent informing the fisipuallic about
Recfishwest’s activities and the benefits of supporting iRleeest in its work of
representing the interests of recreational anglers.

As an incentive, new members joining were offered a ehofi@ special edition
Halco Laser Pro lure or Fantastic Fish calendar andeathbers were included in a
draw for prizes at Christmas. Through the efforts atefstaff and Board members,
the membership exceeded the target of over 1000 beforediud the year.

With the support of sponsors, a prize draw was held foeggremat Christmas presents
for several lucky members, including an Engel portable ffidegzer plus
accessories, 2 air tickets to Exmouth, 2 lanterns, atguadl and reel, and a lure
pack.

Special thanks to Yvette Guy and Con Costa for all timimistrative work involved
with such a substantial increase in membership numbrensgiout the year,
including the extra work in emailing many Recfishwest anéroplublications to alll
members with email.

Recfishwest Website

The Recfishwest website is a critical part of informmgmbers and the public about
Recfishwest’s activities, communicating with some of ¥/#ecreational anglers, and
being a reference source with comprehensive new corddatiaegularly to the
website.

Following research and development by Terry Fullepadjes have now been
updated to have the same consistent layout, appearancaandggusing many
familiar website conventions and standards which make éasy as possible for both
inexperienced and experienced Internet users. Terry regakecks the website to
ensure that all links are correct and working to avoid thoseying “page not found”
messages.

One of the invisible features is that all pages on thlesite have intelligent
“counters” to record the entry page, the website fromrevtiee visitor was referred,
documents downloaded, external links visited, and other pag@siveing that same
visit. A total of over 62,000 pages were read during 2007/8, an avefager 170
pages per day, but ranging to over 350 pages per day whenampaetv information
was added.

12



This use and page access information has been extresedly for monitoring of
website page popularity and usage, website managemeiair,creaed development,
and to demonstrate the value of advertising Recfishwastigities on other websites,
particularly in the discussion forums on fishing wedssit

It has also demonstrated the value of having a professtaralard website with
interesting and relevant content and link cross-refeendich can be found by
search pages such as Google which introduce new visitar®fidn look at other
pages on the RFW website during their visit.

This usage information is collected in accordance wittfiR®wvest’s Privacy Policy
and does not collect personal information about peoptdeotify individual users or
computers.

Spreading the Recfishwest message via “fishing forums”

Six local WA fishing website forums are used by WA amglerotbite, Western
Angler, Fishwrecked, FishingWA, Breammaster and Soustfishing. These are
used by a cross section of local anglers to discusdetate various fishing related
topics.

When Terry Fuller first started using the forums salvgears ago, some posts and
perceptions of Recfishwest’s activities were very nfiisimed, one sided and some
were extremely critical. Frank Prokop answered sontbase, but some posters got
very personal and did not seem to care about the facts

Terry Fuller has used these forums in his own personalds one way of
communicating with some of the recreational angling pulilerry’s approach has
been to reporabout Recfishwest’s activities, submissions, policies, mestiipr etc
which are in the public domain published on the Recfishwebsite, but being
careful of statements which may be interpreted as spphlk Recfishwest.

Some forum readers do not realise this distinction ant/re@e Terry as a
spokesperson for Recfishwest. The Recfishwest Chaiemdprofessional staff and
some Ministers’ staff and Government Departments atsoitor the posts on these
forums.

Terry responds to comments and statements made by atiersRecfishwest,
fishing management and marine park matters, and posts relexardnd extracts
from official websites to provide the correct inforimator alternative approaches to
the topics. Terry tries to be diplomatic but firm andveer all the questions and
comments until everything raised has been answered.

At times this involves dealing with some very controi&@®pics and very strongly
held and diverging opinions, for example on the manageaieammercial wetline
fishing, and the management of recreational demersahdgon the West Coast. Even
when the original poster can or will not be convincldre are real benefits in
posting replies and factual information for the othedees of those threads.

It is rewarding to note that this consistent approach ofighr@y comprehensive
information seems to be paying off. There are nowrfegative posts about
Recfishwest. The general tone of comments about Redst on WA fishing forums
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has become much more positive and informed and is remedchli@ther posters
regularly quote Recfishwest’s work and links in answer testmes and comments
when new people start using the forums and asking questluol have been
covered before.

"Casting around the Internet with Recfishwest"

First introduced in mid 2007, thirty four separate issue€asting around the
Internet with Recfishwest" have been produced up untigtttkof June 2008. The
aim of these is to inform Recfishwest members of softke new things which
affect recreational fishing.

Each issue has details of 6 to 8 interesting new fishiateckarticles found on the
Internet. The emphasis is on Western Australian $pfiat includes other significant
or interesting articles from elsewhere when thesda@ind. The format is a heading,
some sentences about the contents and a clickable fihk fall article on the
Internet.

A conscious and deliberate decision has been mad&dsting Around...” will
report information found on the Internet but does not adaheents either in support
of or against the original contents. The summarieg anaw attention to particular
parts of the article, but we leave it to readers to tleadriginal full article for
themselves, and make up their own mind about that. Songetimseor more items are
placed together to invite the reader to make comparidahe information in the
articles.

These publications are produced as a service for Recsimembers. The most
recent up to date issues are reserved for members of iReedisand are emailed
directly to members as soon as they are produced. Oldgong are placed on the
Recfishwest website but are deliberately delayed by aboeeks so that members
get more up to date information than the general publis.d®&e response to these
publications has been overwhelmingly positive from Réwfiest members and others
who receive them.

Articles for Fishing Magazines

Kane Moyle has written several articles for the “bit@” fishing magazine covering a
range of topics which Recfishwest has worked on, sprgdabdewword that
Recfishwest is alive and well and on top of current sstlibese articles are also
placed on the website after the next edition of Hotbifgublished.

Fishing Clinics

Once again this was an important activity to generate ptybliotroduce children to
recreational fishing, meet some recreational angseres to face and fill a need in the
community. See Yvette Guy’s fishing clinic report for fitails.

Shows and Events

Recfishwest attended the Club Marine Mandurah Boat SBewiprs Recreation
Council "Have a Go Day" and Melville Angling Club’s Swabhfig\t all of the above,
the Recfishwest display trailer was on display andmed by Recfishwest people.
Many of the public viewed the displays, took pamphlets andveténformation on
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many matters concerning recreational fishing and Recfishaetisities. Thank you to
all who gave up their time to man the trailer.

The Future

This report covers the year July to June. ActivitiesnfiJuly up to the October
Annual General Meeting will be covered in next year’s dalrReport. These will
include details such as adding DVDs to the website, membensieiptives for
Christmas 2008, updates to the display trailer, and possibig garly indications of
the directions of the long awaited review of recreatifishing consultative structures
and implications for more both way communications aberactions with

recreational anglers particularly outside the metiitgpoarea.

The next year is going to be most interesting and teagénuing effort by this

committee and individuals to assist in meeting the conitations and membership
targets required by Recfishwest.

Terry Fuller
Chair of Communications and Membership Committee
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PoLicy DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Attendance at Policy Committee meetings ranged froom33Board members plus
Recfishwest member Mr Peter Blyth and Recfishwest. staf

A number of issues covering a range of items were disgwhkséng the year the
major two being:
1. Arevision of Recfishwest’s Policy on Recreationshing Licences.

2. Interaction with the Department of Planning and Infrastméctegarding
safety issues for Divers/Spear Fishermen.

The revision of Recfishwest’s licensing policy is ongoivigle the issues of
Diver/Spearfisherman safety have received a negatipemes from the Department
of Planning and Infrastructure.

Thank you to all attendees for their assistance with wesvand comments on the
issues discussed at the meetings with special ackdgarneent to Mr. Norman Halse
for his work on preparing draft documentation on the Rigliicence proposed policy
amendments. Thank you also to Recfishwest’s Policic€@fKane Moyle for
assistance

Des Wood
Chair of Policy Development Committee
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SPORT DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The Sports Development Committee met only once durie@@0©7/2008 year.

The charter of the Sports Development Committee @®taentrate on the allocations
and administration of the Department of Sport and Reiome funding. This funding
has remained unchanged in the last few years.

The committee operates very smoothly as all of thecétsons liaise with each other
to obtain the best results possible, taking into accaunspecial projects that may be
planned for the year.

As always my thanks to all concerned for their efforidoehalf of all associations.

John Webber
Chair of Sport Development Committee
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PART 3: ASSOCIATION REPORTS

AUSTRALIAN ANGLERS ASSOCIATION (WA DIVISION)

Once again as with all clubs it has been a fairly ftuous year in the AAA, with the
losing of some good members due to health issues, othetsmtiwleft the
metropolitan area and clubs that have found it diffituurvive due to the ever
demanding workloads put on everyone to survive. Howevepas$igve out of the
year was that the AAA still ran efficiently enoughpmvide its members with
information and assistance wherever needed and providechahand focal point for
issues that needed to be addressed for clubs and individuals.

This was more than evident with the Department of Fiskend Department of
Environment and Conservation proposals that have beeyuptdr requests for
comments and clubs and members showing their supporadetiuate feedback to
allow the AAAWA to place in informative and suggestivéisussions.

We will always try our best, remembering we are allrbate volunteers that
appreciate the simple things in life that others may takgranted, and consult with
others for the rights of fellow club members and pudbliike, then assist wherever
possible, to help all to enjoy the wonderful relaxing pastimfishing and enjoy the
camaraderie of clubmanship, and this is what we ardailta

State AAA Events

State AAA events took up a lot of our time. The firsswiae State Dry Casting in
October 2007. The quality of the casting was excellbigtwas well patronised and
well run, and thanks to George Holman with John Curtis, pvhiped in and run the
event.

Don Cox has been the driver on the AAA State EstuRogk and Beach group and
with a small band of workers had conducted meetings to aeaoth events.

Both events, the Estuary on Cockburn Sound and the RodReswh at Port
Gregory, ran smoothly. Thank you to Don and all those supported them. Don
has also been a major organiser for the Melville Cluliar8ish event that is run
every year for all categories, and is always wellikeeckewithin the general public.

The AAA State Boating Championship was held at Lanceiih headquarters at the
Lancelin Angling and Aquatic Club (LAAC), providing the wenfor the weigh in
and presentation area, this was a huge success. AAAisedahe event with
assistance from all other boating clubs. The atteredand positive results showed
what can be achieved by good organisation, professionatisinthe support of club
members.

Whilst competitors were “out there” in there favousfmts, Mark Stone, John
Truswell and Robby Corlett from Lancelin Club with Cafin@ngdon from ORSSC,
set up the presentation and the weigh in area andkiedbmagnificent, the juniors
had their mouths open in awe at the tackle packs.
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There was a multitude of people from the Lancelin tha did not fish and prepared
the “refreshment” areas, much to the appreciationl @bahpetitors, cheers to the
“Dunstan” clan.

Good weather albeit uncomfortable due to the Easterly vahdsy was enjoyed and
some excellent catches were achieved. The compeistiom allowing only one fish
of each species from an eligible species list. Tdtaing sub committee a big
thank you from all of us for the great effort.

To all the various winners and overall champions, batlvidual and teams in all our
State events go congratulations from all clubs and theinbers. Results are detailed
on the AAAWA websitéhttp://www.aaawa.iinet.net.au/

National AAA Convention

A lot of work has gone into preparing and sending WA St representatives to
Wallaroo South Australia. The support of the Departroé®port and Recreation via
Recfishwest has helped to make this possible and as aweshidtd George Holman
and Bob Henderson, present back to the AAA WA the inftiomdhat will ensure

that the event will go extremely well. There adarge number of club members who
appreciated the information and are attending the event.

Fisheries Management and Access

In recent years there has been a lot of time speatindevith many fisheries
management and Marine Park issues. Our policy of wotkiagpositive manner with
Recfishwest and the Department of Fisheries and any gitbep involved in
fisheries management and Marine Parks has certainly i, although Marine
Protected Areas such as Jurien Bay have been partycditiidult.

Thankfully we have a diligent representative of the Ad#\the Recfishwest board in
Terry Fuller, we as a group are thankful and proud thal/ Texs represented us
efficiently in this role and appreciate the overflovieet of Terry’s infectious attitude.

Records

The role of the AAA National Records Authority has betarified. At each National
AAA convention since 1985, WA has been given the job diddal records, and
Richard Siudak and his team have been trying to update a#¢bheds.

lan Cooke who is the AAAWA Records Authority has endufet all information is
captured and has worked extremely hard to get us “back aki.tra

Once again this can be seen in the AAA website thay Ferter has assisted in

providing for all and when given the chance has asdisté@eping it up to date on
the web. The latest reports etc are on the website
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Fishing Clinics

Unfortunately due to the increased workload on voluntéieissyear we were unable
to have a clinic; however there is one that has pesposed for this financial year of
the AAAWA.

Pat Shinnick
President, Australian Anglers Association, WA Division.
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AUSTRALIAN FISHING TACKLE ASSOCIATION —WA BRANCH

This year we were awarded two grants from the Commaltiv&overnment’s
Recreational Fishing Community Grants Scheme. One progsto produce a new
Educational DVD on fishing around Australia and the secaaslte do fishing in
schools program in NSW Primary/ High schools, whicwo dlas been offered to
South Australia and Tasmania. This entails supplying fishiag tgeschools through
their local tackle shop to start a fishing activityhatt school, which would hopefully
lead to new junior anglers taking up the sport. These tvant& are worth a total of
$143665.45.

The DVD Learn to Fish 2 has completed its filming anith igost edit stages. The
Western Australia segment was shot at Mandurah in notigun with WA Angler

who sponsored the segment. The DVD is brand free anlssteenagers and younger
people fishing in the real world to inspire youth to give go.

The AFTA Executive Officer combined a visit to WA witiiet DVD filming to see
concerned members of the Trade about the proposed reldisates. Attending a
meeting in Perth to discuss the problems and to see how A&lld help. AFTA
assisted the Industry with $20,000.00 towards their campaigs cbsrtunately the
recent WA Elections has seen a change of Governamehattitude towards the
closures.

An Environmental Policy is being developed by the associ&bioaur Industry as we
speak and this could be an important tool in future discossiith any government
body. We should be aware of changes in recreaticstahfl regulations in Europe,
the issue of lead, line and hooks and we need to analyaewe are and where the
future lies for an ongoing and vibrant Industry.

Ben Patrick
Board Member, Australian Fishing Tackle Association - WA Banch
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION - WA BRANCH

As with all the angling fraternity ANSA has felt thapact of tighter controls and
dwindling stocks.

This in turn has had a huge impact on club membership and&tertubs. We have
seen the demise of the first Sportfishing Club in W.Aest\Coast Sportfishing Club
and Lurecasters Sportfishing Club. Along with Cockburn &bwat Club these two
clubs bore the brunt of the administration of thed&sation.

ANSA will remain a viable association in the west, Wilt only have major presence
in the northern part of the state. It is with ttisught in mind that major changes
have been made to records both state and nationallyeaitsdnal achievements such
as Masters Certificates. All line class sectiongeh@ow changed to length of fish in
lieu of weight of fish. Line classes have also chanigeatcommodate the use of
braid combined with a breaking strain infill section. Tiein purpose of the braid
integration is to keep the interest in personal toucherMasters Awards more so
than records

ANSA is still involved in its Tagging Program and it igdlsactive in its data
collection.

2008/09 stands as the most important period of fishing in W.A.

Stephen G Gilders
President, Australian National Sportfishing Association WA Banch (Inc.)
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AUSTRALIAN UNDERWATER FEDERATION

The year of 2007/08 saw the West Australian Spearfishing Gssion (WA branch
of the Australian Underwater Federation) achieve a numibies objectives set after
its revival in 2006/07. In particular it has:
Provided a focal and distribution point for Spearfishingasswithin WA
Provided a high profile contact point for new divers andiasedly link them
to divers in their area or with similar goals.
Documented achievements and exploits of WA divers viata sewsletter
and online records

Other objectives that while, some headway had been madd,further work include:
Deal with issues that are bigger than a club level. ekample: Diver safety,
marine park submissions, improve public perception by helpirgrels and
making sure they get acknowledged.

Help improve diver competence and achievement: maybe orgamse
clinics on gear or freediver techniques.

Retain current members while demonstrating to membeiadirentages of
joining the AUF.

The WA AUF sees its relationship with Recfishwest agad part of ensuring our
pastime has a future and is encouraging its members tBéaiiishwest as
individuals rather than by AUF proxy.

Membership status 2007/08

Spearfishing AUF membership within WA reached a high of 96 @imhmembers

for 2007/08. The vast majority of these members belorgher the West Australian
Undersea Club (WAUC) or Bluewater Freedivers of Weskaustralia (BFWA).
These are the only two AUF affiliated club in WestAwustralia although there are
some independent AUF divers scattered across the state.

Membership for 2008/09 is likely to be similar with a posssbight increase in
January 2009 if non AUF divers choose to dive in the natsobeing hosted by WA
in February 2009.

Committee status

No changes occurred to the committee during 2007/08 althouglsitbe noted that
elections are due before the end of the year. Thentwwoenmittee is:

Chair: Simon Longbottom

Treasurer: Peter Barbara

Secretary: Jodi McNeill (also proxy for Peter who waskshore)

State Records Officer: Lee Paxman

Competition Organsier: Alastair McNeill

WASC Representative on Recfishwest board: Joe Pelr¢aiso WAUC Rep)
BFWA Representative: Barry Paxman

While not holding an official position on the committéenold Picolli attends
meetings to provide his experience in large competition csani
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The committee has been meeting irregularly (aboutyev@enonths) with most issues
are resolved via email or phone.

State Spearfishing Records

State records can be viewed on line at:
http://www.bluewaterfreediversofwa.com/files/WAspearigirecords.htm

Rules and Application forms are available for download at:
http://www.bluewaterfreediversofwa.com/files/documentKBIINGAWESTAUS
TRALIANSPEARFISHINGRECORD.pdf

2007 / 08 AUF events

Western Australia is not “big” on Spearfishing competsidmowever, the WASC did
organise a pairs competition held in March 2008. The congretallowed the
Interpacific rules and all pairs swam from a centralh@ring area. Divers had to
work hard in fairly poor visibility (3-5m), swimming sena kilometres in an effort to
find a variety of species (not easy when the water depghl12-16m and you can’t
see anything!). Hans Beyeler did a great job in the\safeat and Fisheries WA even
put in an appearance to check all pairs from their masgikinflatable. After the 5
hour swim time eight pairs managed to weigh in fish.

Jodi and Alastair MacNeill did a fine job with the weigp and feeding the hungry
divers. When the scores where tallied it was Arnott®li and David Bond in first
place with 6 species, followed closely by Barry Paxmah@imon Longbottom also
with 6 species, ever consistent Guy Davies and Dean Gihorbunded out the top 3.
Many thanks go to our sponsors Agro Dive Imports, Adrengeefishing and
Super Frog (EDGE).

Major issues facing WA divers

Tightening of bag limits and restriction of fishing areas.

This topic dominated WASC agenda throughout the year. Conoation between
the committee and its members on what was being propeesedxcellent.
Individual WA AUF member submissions on the proposed gésmwere
approximately 35% of overall membership.

We sent several questions to Fisheries policy offiterslarification who as yet can
not answer our queries although they have acknowledgedatesalid questions.

Dive flag

Another issue that has been dragging on for over 12 mdRétently we received a
letter via Recfishwest that was printed in the 4th editf “Seachange” (AUF
newsletter). In my opinion DPI missed the point engiréhat being, 1) there needs to
be some recourse available to freedivers if thera acaident and 2) we need to
promote “diver about” not “diver below” (the currentgm). Over the next 12
months we will continue to push this issue.
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Challenges facing the WA Spearfishing commission for 2008/09

Sustaining membership, create new clubs and understanding valuatmembers
want.

This is our biggest challenge. Many divers say “why showhlthe AUF, what does
it do for me”. Fair enough, some people need tangible pakgenefits and don’t
want to give a few dollars a year for volunteers toesgnt spearfishing. However,
asking these same people what they want the AUF tordbém have yielded few
tangible tasks. One point that continues to be rassadational insurance policy,
just having this as a benefit would see a lot of WA divetained as AUF members.

Conclusion

In summary 2007/08 has been an “eye opener” for me istavthid of differing
opinions all seeking the same result. However, | feefident that the WASC
remains focused on ensuring that freedive spearfishing steygmised as a
legitimate form of recreational fish (and is affordbd same rights as recreational
line fishing) while educating divers as to their environmemsponsibilities in this
delicate resource sharing age.

Simon Longbottom
Chair, West Australian Spearfishing Commission
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WEST AUSTRALIAN GAME FISHING ASSOCIATION

Early indications are that we may lose one of oubglthis year, and possibly two.
The reasons for this are not clear, although the drtgeinumbers of fish available to
West Australian anglers in the last few seasons oweldbe a contributing factor.
The continual rise in the cost of fuel, the costlobanembership, increasing
restrictions on access and environmental problems maylkg a part. In addition
there is less willingness on the part of members todalactive part in committees.

It is difficult to see how we can reverse thesadse

Our Association is also extremely disappointed thaatians to the Pearl leases at
the Montebello Islands are being considered. This wnther restrict our access to
this area, should they be granted.

The WAGFA Management Committee continues to apprediaterngoing support
from Recfishwest on these and many other issues.

Again it has been a pleasure working with the staff apak® of Management at
Recfishwest, and | thank them for their support during gae.y

John Webber
Board Member, West Australian Game Fishing Association
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TROUT & FRESHWATER ANGLING
ASSOCIATION INC.

As | have said several times before, an organisationlysas good as the people that
run it and this is proven once again by the Council thawe been fortunate to work
with, this year. The Council members this past year teken their responsibilities to
heart and have given freely of their time and effoitaiould like to thank the whole
Council for the effort that they put in covering aktbngoing needs, ensuring that the
Association operates smoothly and efficiently to theebienf all members.

Our Honorary Secretary Wally Mackowiak has once agaam Ibee backbone of both
the Council and the Association and | thank him fothalt he has done for the
Council, the Association and myself.

This has been a most productive and exciting year. Aseatibers know, we, the
general public lost access to Logue Brook Dam. In spigdl the politicking, letters
and pressure, the Minister has not and will not changminid. Whether we ever get
it back in some distant future is in the lap of the Gadewever, what this
unfortunate episode has done is given birth to The Westahast Recreation Sports
and Tourist Association (WARSTA).

WARSTA is made up of the peak bodies from all the compisnia the title and
represents some 450,000 people. This gives it a fair ambpatitical clout and it
together with some Government Departments such as DepartinSports &
Recreation, has forced the Government to review PtBcyPolicy 13 is the policy
used by the Water Authority to evaluate the catchmeasa®@rrounding the fresh
water impoundments such as all the dams. In the pastoats to achieve some sort
of compromise has always been beaten to death wiityPd which was not only
written in the dark ages, but is a no compromise, alesdiitis is the way it is going
to happen” document.

In order to change it, a review committee has beeat@teand | represent WATFAA
on it. Wewill change Policy 13 have no fear and hopefully not only $tisgaking of
our waters, but possibly getting some back. If any memistres to speak to me
about WARSTA after the AGM, please do.

WATFAA is represented on the Boards of Recfishwest hadRiecreational
Freshwater Fisheries Stakeholder Subcommittee. Both segams have served us
well this year.

I would like to thank Frank Prokop and his Staff for la# telp that they have given
us during the year. It is also wonderful to see Frank evhnt hearty once again and
we all hope that his trials are now behind him.

Harry Vosper
President, Western Australian Trout and Freshwater Anglirg Association
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PART 4: FINANCIAL REPORTS

Financial reports are provided to members of Recfishimes printed version of the Annual Report.
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STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF MANAGEMENT
The Board have determined that the Council is not a reporting entity.

The Board have determined that this special purpose financial report should be prepared in
accordance with the accounting policies outlined in Note 1 to the accounts.

In the opinion of the Board the financial statemenis as set out on pages 110 5"

(a) Present fairly the financial position of Western Australian Recreational and Sportfishing
Coundil Inc, as at 30 June 2008 and the results of the Council for the year ended on that
date.

(b)  Detail of expenditure carried out in accordance with grant contracts with funding bodies
including:

Departrment of Fisheries
Department of Sport and Recreation
Healthway

Australian Government

At the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds fo believe that Western Australian
Recreational and Sportfishing Council Inc. will be able to pay its debts as and-when they fall
due.

-This statement is. made in accordance with a resolution of the Board and is signed for and on
behalf of the Board by: ’

Chalrman.......... S5 & aeeae™ . s, rrracr TUTTUO

AN o

CRAIG LEATT-HAYTER

Executive Director..,......... f{:{ﬁ .
: PROKOP

FRAN

Dated this.....third .day of September 2008.
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ASSETSREGISTER AT 30" JUNE 2008

Glass top coffee tak

Albany Tub chairs

Panasonic Workio 3010
Server Novell & 15" Icd screen

Tapes Sony DGD150P 40GB

Server metal cabinet 640hx530wx460d
Admin table L-shape 1800 x 1800

Chair tilt

Chest of draws 460wx 560dx660h

HP Scanjet 3770 flat bed scanner

Admin PC w/- 19" LG screen

WD external HDD 160GB

UPS Powerware 3-105

UPS Powerware 5 -110

Metalux 2 draw filing cabinet

Metalux 4 draw filing cabinet

Cupboards 600d x 450wx 1320h

Key cabinet metal 800wx80dx250h wall mounted
Realistic radio/cassette

Breville rechargeable h/held vacuum cleaner
Fishing Clinic Coord PC w/- CRT 15" screen
Chest of draws 460wx 560dx660h

FCC table L shape 1800x1400x900

Chair tilt (6)

Hutch 900x600hx300d

Morning tea cabinet 2 door 900wx430dx1800h

Precision "Metro" metal cabinets 1830hx910wx460d

Admin Asst table rectangle 2400x900w

Return 1200x600

Admin Asst PC s/n 9004767 w/- 17" Icd screen
Laminator Ibico Pouchmaster PQ A3

Panafax UF-560 fax

Great white t-shirt & frame

Whiteboard magnetic 1800x1200

Whiteboard magnetic 1200x1200

whiteboard magnetic 900x900

Sony Digital camera 8mp DSC-F828

Olympus U720 Shock/water proof camera 7.1mp
Pelican 1300 camera case

LG Laptop LW60 Express s/n 7664200070013
Sony Laptop Tagging Coordinator

White board on wheels

Breville griller

Metalux cabinet 1800hx900wx500d
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PPO PC S/N 307975- 17" Icd scree
Chest of draws
2 door cabinet 700wx 550dx800h
Albany Tub chairs
Display cabinets sliding glass wood
veneer1730wx460dx1700h

Pink snapper t shirt and frame
Albany Tub chairs
Meeting chairs black
Meeting table 2400Ix1200w
ED table L shape 2400x1800
Chest of draws
ED PC s/n S0161513305 w/- 19" Icd screen
Epson Stylus 1160 clr printer
Cabinet wood veneer 1700hx600wx450d
Cabinet wood veneer 1300hx1700wx600d
Cabinet wood veneer 1700hx610wx600d
Westinghouse bar fridge 120L
Antique sptiedeshing rods 10ft
Antique fishing reel alumimiu
Netcomm 16 fhmntnet switch
iconnect AccessAEBEL router
Metalux 4 draw filing cabinets
Book shelves 1200wx1900hx300d
Hand trolley
Engel 60L fridge/freezer
Shakespeare flyrod & rétd out
Silstar 2pceddt r
Okuma Eclipz EZ 50 reels
Silstar 1pce 6ft rods
Okuma Fina FE¥ re
BBQ & 8.5kg gas bottle
Fishing Boxes 1500Ix600wx200d
Hyundai Santa Fe AWD vehicle
Wandering Star Fishing Clinic Traile
Sunsmart Trailer
Metalux filing cabinet 4 draw
Fuiji Xerox clr printer C526565018 $657
Chest of draws
Policy Officer table L shape 1800x1800
Book shelves 2000hx800wx300d
PO PC s/n ET8751290SLO w/-d%tleen
Cupboard 1800hx450dx600w
Fishes of the sea prints 750x1000



APPENDIX I: Committees/Working Groups of Which Recfishwest is

a Member
Committee Member Meetings
6PR fishing show Frank Prokop 4 shows
Abalone MAC Des Wood 4 meetings
Australian Fishing Tackle Association Executive Meeting nkrarokop 1 meeting
Barramundi and Threadfin Accord Frank Prokop 2 meetings
Cape Peron Tourist Precinct Project Stakeholder Refef&mug Allan Bevan 3 meetings
Cockburn Sound Management Council - Full Council Keith Tocas ings
Cockburn Sound Management Council - Executive Council Keith Tocas 2 meetings
Curtin University - Aquatic Science Division Kane Moyle pr&sentations
Developing New Fisheries Assessment Committee KaneeMoyl 1 meeting
Ecologically Sustainable Development Working Groups Fraokdgr 1 meeting
Ecosystem Based Fisheries Management FRDC Workshop - etbp Kane Moyle 1 meeting
Fisheries Research Advisory Body (WA) Frank Prokop 2 meetings
Kane Moyle 4 meetings
Fisheries Research Development Corporation Board Frakor 6 meetings
Fisheries Research Development Corporation - Reseasatie @t Frank Prokop 1 meeting
Directions - Canberra Kane Moyle 1 meeting
Fremantle Council Commercial Fishing Community Forum eiRmokop 1 meeting
Kane Moyle 1 meeting
Halt the Salt Alliance Kane Moyle 3 meetings
Healthway Sponsorship Coordination Committee Frank Prokop efinge
Integrated Fisheries Allocation Advisory Committee (indepand Norman Halse 16 meetings
member)
Integrated Fisheries Allocation Advisory Committee Frentkop 2 meetings
Integrated Fisheries Allocation Advisory Committee — Riookster Frank Prokop 1 meeting
Integrated Fisheries Allocation Advisory Committee — Ahalo Frank Prokop 1 meeting
Marine Parks and Reserves Authority Kane Moyle 1 prasent
Marine Parks and Reserves Authority - Jurien Marine Radit Kane Moyle 1 meeting
Review Terry Fuller 1 meeting
Murdoch University Peel Harvey Ecosystem Modelling Workshop | Kane Moyle 1 meeting
National Oceans Advisory Group Frank Prokop 1 meeting
National Recfishing Research Working Group (Kane Moyle appdi | Kane Moyle 1 meeting
Observer)
Northern Development Taskforce Fisheries Reference Group ne Kayle 4 meetings
Northern Development Taskforce Stakeholder Conference (Bjoome Kane Moyle 1 meeting
Peak Stakeholder Group — Marine Planning Frank Prokop 8 meetings
Kane Moyle 1 meeting
Pilbara Eighty Mile Beach Marine Park Fisheries Coasioih Group Kane Moyle 2 meetings
Outdoors WA — Adventure Activity Standards Craig Bibra 1 meeting
Kim Burton 1 meeting
Owen Anchorage Sub Committee Keith Tocas 4 meetings
Recfish Australia Frank Prokop 1 meeting
Des Wood 4 meeting
Recfish Australia Strategic Revenue Options for ReanealiFishing Kane Moyle 1 meeting
Norman Halse 1 meeting
Des Wood 1 meeting
Terry Fuller 1 meeting
Recreational Boating Facilities Working Group Craig téttyter | 2 meetings
Con Costa 1 meeting
Recreational Fishing Advisory Committee (RFAC) and Subcdtaes | Norman Halse 12 meetings
(Member)
Des Wood (Member) 4 meetings
Kane Moyle
(Observer) 4 presentations
Frank Prokop
(Observer) 2 meetings
Recreational Fishing Consultative Structures Working Group rank-Prokop 2 meetings
Norman Halse 2 meetings
Kane Moyle 2 meetings
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Recreational Freshwater Fishing Stakeholder SubcommR€EeSS) Frank Prokop 4 meetings
Harry Vosper 4 meetings
(WATFAA)
Regional RFAC South West (independent member) Des Wood 4 meetings
Harry Vosper 4 meetings
Rock Lobster Industry Advisory Committee (RLIAC), Subcomest | Des Wood 6 meetings
and Coastal Tour
RLIAC Research and Development Committee Kane Moyle edtimy
Sepia Depression Ocean Outlet Stakeholder Liaison Group ane Kloyle 1 meeting
Service Clubs Frank Prokop 2 presentation
Social and Economic Research needs Working Group - Degatroh | Kane Moyle 1 meeting
Fisheries
State Marine Planning Reference Group Frank Prokop 5Snyseti
State Reference Committee - Commonwealth Recreafiistiing Frank Prokop 3 meetings
Community Grants Program
State Water Forum Frank Prokop 2 meetings
State Water Policy 13 Review Workshop Kane Moyle 1 meeting
Harry Vosper 2 meetings
Swan Catchment Council — Coastal & Marine Working Group Kane Moyle 4 meetings
Swan River Trust Healthy Rivers Action Plan Kane Moyle 2 meetings
Frank Prokop 1 meeting
WA Marine Science Institute (WAMSI) Strategic Planning @uittee | Frank Prokop 1 meeting
West Coast Demersal Scalefish Recreational Manageroemn Frank Prokop 2 meetings
Craig Leatt-Hayter | 2 meetings
Jamie Chester 1 meeting
Kane Moyle 1 meeting
Western Rock Lobster Puerulus Aquaculture Working Group KaneeMoyl 10 meetings
Western Rock Lobster Council Joint Meetings Des Wood 2ingse
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APPENDIX II: Recfishwest 2008 Election Policy

On behalf of the recreational fishing community of Western Astralia 2008
PREAMBLE

Recreational fishing is one of the most significanteational activities in Western
Australia. An estimated 643,000 people go fishing at least a year and contribute
more than $700 million per annum to the economy of We#estralia. This
represents thousands of jobs, many of which are in ddastas and rural areas.

The responsible management of recreational fishingaiwimportant to the
continuance of this important contributor to the Wesstalian economy. A failure
to be adaptive in management of recreational fisheresezpiire drastic
management reforms that impact heavily on the amehitgooeational fishing. The
recent changes to the management of West Coast ddmeatefish have seen the
amenity of recreational fishing significantly impacted uploe to the need to better
manage the recreational sector.

While sustainability concerns should be at the forgfid management decisions, the
impact on the amenity and social value of fishing shoulddmsidered in
management responses. We have supported the conceyenf stasons to achieve
this, but believe that any closure longer than two m®needs careful assessment of
the impact on catches and angler behaviour. If jestifas happened with Cockburn
Sound snapper, the closed seasons could be modified to sustamability.
Commercial fisheries management would also need to-eramined.

Recreational fishers have an enviable record of praaspecies and environmental
management. Recreational fishers have been abiifednt of aquatic natural
resource management and have often voluntarily undetggrer management
reforms in the interest of sound fisheries management.

Recreational fishers support the principle to fish todaydmorrow and to pass on an
environment that is capable of providing a quality fishing expeeedo our children.

Recreational fishing is an important recreational agtifar West Australians and
forms a large part of the social fabric for many calastmmunities. It is therefore
important that government adequately services the ndélds ecreational fishing
public. Recfishwest believes there is an insufficienbgaition or promotion of the
social benefits of recreational fishing from a persemalommunity health or tourism
perspective.

In this election policy, Recfishwest identifies theuss which we see as fundamental
for the next term of government and is seeking the suppeudlitical parties. These
initiatives represent significant challenges and poteisgaes for recreational fishing
over the next four years. It is important that [icdit parties give definitive
commitments against which the recreational fishing wotan make their decisions.

Overall, Recfishwest believes that the issues raseldrequests made in the election

policy are reasonable in the context of an industrip@fmagnitude of recreational
fishing in this state.
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We thank you for your assistance in working towards enstineigwe can pass a
legacy of quality recreational fishing onto future generat of West Australians. We
will faithfully report the responses to this policy throumlr web site and other
avenues.

RECFISHWEST ELECTION PoLicy

The following statements by Recfishwest has been preparechiocoming Western
Australian State election to advise parties and candidates in #laction on the
policies and aspirations of that large proportion of the Western talan
community that go fishing for sport and recreation. These hdezn split into Key
Issues, State Wide Issues and Bioregional Issues.

Key Issues

Listed below is a brief description of some major isswbich Recfishwest regards
are of primary importance for recreational fisherthim future. Under each of the
headings there are specific points requiring definitmamitments that we believe
should be addressed for the benefit of present and figareational fishing in
Western Australia.

Recreational Consultative Structures

Recfishwest sees a resolution on the review of Reornedt-isheries Consultative
Structures a major priority for the next term of governmel he recreational fishing
public deserves a clear direction on what role Recksihand the Recreational
Fishing Advisory Committee plays in delivery of recreaibfishing outcomes to the
community. The Recfishwest Board has identified alrieethe organisation to
increase its regional representation as the peak tiecralafishing body in this state.
However, we require input on what role recreational ghasve structures play in the
larger fisheries consultative process before developrategies further. An
increased regional representation will come at arasad operating cost to the
organisation.

Recfishwest requests support for;

Review all Fisheries Consultative Structures including recognition and
resourcing of Recfishwest in regional aquatic resource management.

Recreational Fishing Research

The use of recreational fishers as robust collectodsitaf is increasing in importance
as traditional methods of relying on commercial cattlwrns as a data source
diminishes as the resource shifts to the recreatsewibr.

Currently recreational fishers are being underutilizecodlsctors of data and are
lacking the resources for the coordination of a reaveatifishing research program.

The highly successful “Samson Science” research profiginighted how valuable
recreational fishers can be in fisheries research.
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Recent management decisions and the introduction of In¢egFesheries
Management in Western Australia have seen the rémmabsector granted a greater
allocation of the fish resources and an increased sdfmsenership. With this
ownership comes responsibility and an onus on the remmeasector to ensure the
management requirements, such as research is met.

With the recent introduction of a recreational onhtmopolitan management zone for
West Coast demersal fin fish, Recfishwest has atdiesponsibility in developing and
supporting finfish research to effectively manage thia.are

Recfishwest requests support for;
Resourcing for the establishment of a Recfishing Research Coordinator at
Recfishwest, in conjunction with Murdoch University and the Departnfient o
Fisheries, as an important interface between recreational fishersisimeties
research providers. One project would be establishing a recreatiatal fi
tagging program at a cost of approximately $60,000 (including on-costs) per
year.
Implement a formal assessment of recreational catches and behaviours
through a recreational log book program.
Increased transparency of recreational fisheries research priority
development.
Recognition of recreational fishers as funders of relevant reseaogrgns
and evaluation of cost effectiveness.
Look to establish a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Fisheries
Research and Development Corporation or other bodies on recreational
fisheries research.

Integrated Fisheries Management

Recfishwest have been staunch supporters of the Depanifrfeisheries adopting an
Integrated Fisheries Management (IFM) model on whiclase Buture management
and allocation decisions for Western Australian figser

Recfishwest have played an important role in the dewedmt of formal allocations
for western rock lobsters and abalone and are conthtdgtandergoing an IFM
process with West Coast and Gascoyne scalefish.a nimber of cases, the
recreational allocation has been insufficient teterrent and future needs and this
may require a re-allocation of the resource. Thdlogation process as each sector
begins to fish to their allocation presents a signiticinallenge in the years to come
and requires an examination of recreational fishing prgpigits. Recfishwest will
play an important role in any resource re-allocatiatesses.

As part of on-going management and consultative requiresmecfishwest supports
a move towards a bio-regional management approach.
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Recfishwest requests support for;
Adequate servicing of recreational fishing needs under IFM policy.
In conjunction with Recfishwest and other stakeholders develop a Matlister
Policy Guideline for the principles and administration of bio-regional
fisheries management.
Fund review process to establish the principles for the definition of
recreational property rights, and consequences of resource re-allocation.
Commitment of funds to Recfishwest as peak recreational fishing bdeglto
with IFM issues.

Recreational Fishing Extension Programs

Recreational fishing is an important healthy outdoowagtand can be a valuable
avenue in addressing youth, drug and social issues in cotmsursince January
2005, Recfishwest’s award winning and highly successful Fishingc®nogram has
contacted directly over 8,000 children and indirectly 160,000 pdaopluding both
metropolitan and regional communities. These clinas/ey the sustainable fishing
message as well as the healthy benefits of fishing teaaiety in a fun and exciting
delivery. Our Northern and Southern Fishing Tours are aigighbr a number of
regional towns. With the conclusion of the CommoaliteRecreational Fishing
Community Grants Programme, Recfishwest is seekindsfior the continuation of
this important recreational fishing extension activity.

The recreational fishing industry is facing a shortage opleewilling and able to
assume positions in advocacy and representationdantheasingly complex
environment for which the recreational fishing industry impand is impacted upon.
In 2008 Recfishwest conducted its first Young Future Leadexg&n to encourage
young recreational fishers to take on advocacy rolescireational fishing. The
program has developed 14 high quality graduates and the high dléonaine
inaugural program suggest another course is needed.

Recfishwest requests support for;

A commitment to fund Recfishwest fishing clinics at a cagigbximately
$75,000 per year. Recfishwest will work with the VFLO program and
Department to ensure consistency of messages on sustainability.

Ongoing funding commitment for Recfishwest Young Future Leaders Program
to be run every second year at a cost of $45,000.

Continued commitment from Department of Sport and Recreation to fund the
participation and development of recreational fishing and provision of specific
recreational amenities such as canoe ramps, walking tracks to beaches et

Recreational Fishing Infrastructure

The lack of boat ramps with direct access to thawed Fremantle is a major
impediment to thousands of small boat owners wishing itoefficient access to
oceanic waters. The lack of launching facilities i<iplg significant stress on the
already over-crowded boat launching facilities in the®WRiver (Leeuwin Boat
Ramp, East Fremantle).
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Jetties are highly valued by recreational fishers and withocess to them many
children, families, the elderly and the disabled wouldb®able to participate in
recreational angling. Larger jetties often form arrexiely important part of the
culture, heritage and identity of many regional commesisiuch as Busselton,
Carnarvon and Esperance.

Recfishwest is very concerned at the increasing tendsfriogal and state authorities
to remove jetties based on cost and/or safety grounds.liniitied jetties remaining in
Western Australia are highly valued by our constitueranallstakeholders and
tourists alike.

Recfishwest requests support for;

Immediate action on developing major coastal recreational boat launching
facility between Fremantle and Hillarys and as appropriate in regional areas.
Ensure matching funding for maintenance of culturally important jethis t

are used for recreational fishing to approximately $1 million per yeattfer
next four years e.g. Carnarvon and Esperance jetties.

Review and revise recreational fishing access in port developneents e
Guarantee access to Broome Jetty.

Marine Park Planning

Recfishwest have been actively involved in represenhiagnterests of recreational
fishers in Marine Park Planning in Western Australia.oAs of the major users of
the aquatic environment it is important that needs oéegmmal fishers are suitably
considered in the Marine Park Planning process.

Recfishwest believes the Marine Policy Peak Stakel®@eoup (PSG) provides the
necessary stakeholder representation to provide aniobjessessment of the risks
and values to the aquatic environment. Established Mariks Pa\Western
Australian do not have performance measures based upassiddrthese risks to
review their success.

Recfishwest have been supporters of large scale WildeFiglsing Areas as a
preferred option to establishment of Marine Parks. Tneyide wide scale
protection of wilderness areas by allowing only low imgestting.

Recfishwest requests support for;

The Marine Policy Peak Stakeholders Group (PSG) to become the primary
consultative mechanism for Marine Park Planning.

Marine Park Planning and Management be assessed using a risk assessment
basis and reviews against objective performance measures.

Implement Wilderness Fishing Areas e.g. Abrolhos Islands, Kimberley,
Eastern side of Exmouth Gulf.
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State Wide Issues

There are a number of other important issues thdidReest requests definition of a
position of political parties seeking the support of tleeaational fishing community.

Recfishwest requests support for;

Department of Fisheries to retain primacy for fisheailed aquatic natural
resource management.

Review of license structure/fee administration invadvadequate recreational
fishing stakeholder representation.

Reinvigoration of the Volunteer Fisheries Liaison €dfi (VFLO) program —
including using VFLO’s as source of regional contact withler’s in the field
Review of charter fishery to remove latent effort.

Improve accountability and ensure appropriate resourcing levedeof
recreational compliance programs.

Maintain and enhance access to recreational fishiragitots through explicit
policy applying to state and local governments.

Explicitly permit overnight fishing stays for land basedreational fishing
e.g. adjacent to vehicle while beach fishing.

An independent assessment of recreational stock enhantepportunities
such as artificial reefs or restocking.

Determine social and economic benefits of recreatiistang to state and
local economies.

Establish joint publications and communications commitieznsure that
Departmental publications are timely, cost effective meét community
needs.

Development of strategies to reduce incidental barotranantalities for the
commercial sector and all users in regional WA.

Implement 20c per fish levy on sale of all aquarium fshe placed in
dedicated pest fish eradication fund.

Removal of all recreational netting except throw ot cating.

Work with Commonwealth Government to re-establish Re@eal Fishing
Community Grants Programme.

Bioregional Issues

Recfishwest recognizes that there a number of isduggroficant importance to
regional areas which require specific recognition. éseaational fishing is one of the
most important activities in regional areas, manyhese issues will be discussed in
the upcoming state election.

Recfishwest requires feedback on these proposals saéhzdn better inform the
wider recreational fishing community of the relevanliqyopositions.
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West Coast

Fund an independent review of Recreational MetropolitanoXeafishery to
return amenity and meet agreed Integrated Fisheries Maweag €l FM)
principles.

Re-open Cockburn Sound to recreational fishing for blue swimsraés.
Determine recruitment drivers for WA dhufish stocks aneettg predictive
models for future recruitment for all demersal finfiplesies.

Australian herring to be made recreational only spgeniethe West Coast
with limited prescribed incidental commercial catch péedi

Ensure recreational fishing access to freshwater saaphs, develop code of
practice with significant penalties for inappropriate béha. Re-open Logue
Brook Dam.

Understand behavioural response of recreational fisbéigest Coast
recreational management package. Specifically change openmfyatat26
December to 16 December.

Ensure managements targets with prescribed responsednieraile West
Coast demersal species are developed in conjunctiomegitbational fishers
and require same action for commercial fishers.

Commitment to black bream stocking in the Blackwood River

Future Rottnest marine planning to not include new sanctuagsamtil such
time as efficacy of existing sanctuary zones are inubgatly determined.
Undertake specific research into benefits of Juriendagntific reference
zones as finfish refuges.

Determine social and economic impact on recreatiostaihiy and associated
industries resulting from West Coast demersal fish managepackage.
Resource a voluntary resource sharing scheme eg asranidandi Accord for
Peel/Harvey Estuary.

Implement tagging program and assess importance of blagknbneWest
Coast estuaries.

Assess habitat enhancement strategies for Swan Riglesther estuaries.
Ensure recreational fishing access to Fremantle ®Gladyour Development
and any new coastal/marina development on West Coast.

Ensure direct and measurable trade-offs for any lossyehiy to recreational
access and/or habitat resulting from developments eg GotEBound.
Review commercial demersal gillnet fishery and impacsustainability of
vulnerable demersal species.

Make use of release weights compulsory e.g. any boat ughielquired to
carry and EPIRB and has fishing gear onboard, should alseqoired to
carry a device capable of being used as a release weighting all
commercial fishing boats with wetline entitlements.

Ensure Rottnest trench does not become a sanctuagynder
Commonwealth bio-regional planning.

Fish and crustaceans have been severely impacted uponl lsykdiate run-
off in places like the Swan River and Murray — Serpensiystems.
Recfishwest therefore requests statutory controlsgoremo new urban
developments on acid sulphate soil profiles and explenialties should any
impact result.
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Kimberley/Pilbara

Gascoyne

South

Commence building of Ord River Fishway during next tergafernment at
an estimated cost of $6 million against a benefit of $8amiper annum to
tourism and infrastructure in the area.

Immediate implementation of Barramundi Accord (2007)dagrent between
commercial, recreational and charter industries).

Barramundi and giant threadfin salmon to becomeeegmmal only species
south of Roebuck Bay.

Implementation of aboriginal fishing policy and establishtvad aboriginal
liaison compliance program within Department of Fislerie

Establishment and development of a wilderness fishing profynathe
Kimberley. Ensure that fisheries management issuesoaignored in any
Kimberley marine park planning process.

Establish resolution mechanism for resource allocatiehseen trap, line and
trawl fisheries and recreational fishers especiallilbara with particular
reference to size limits for red emperor and cod specie

Ensure recognition of value of recreational fishing issuesy LNG Hub site
selection and fund direct and indirect offsets resuftiom this development.
Pilbara Eighty Mile Beach Marine Park plans be defemdéfinitely and
realistic trade offs be negotiated with conservatiatosefor loss of turtle
habitat at Barrow Island.

Provision of specific government funding for the restoraind maintenance
of WA heritage jetties such as Carnarvon.

Government commitment to no salt mining in Exmouth GHEétablish
Eastern side of Exmouth Gulf as a wilderness fishing.are

Undertake research to determine the importance of re@mwiitamd
management strategies for the oceanic pink snapper stoitkaddSteep
Point.

Ensure World Heritage assessment ensures adequate comimpunitiyom
recreational fishing sector.

Revocation of Commonwealth fishing restrictions in NiogaMarine Park —
ensure consistency in management between state anch@owvealth and
within WA agencies.

Guaranteed continued access to a similar standard fqr Bo#et and ensure
that recreational fishers as major users of thefareathe basis of
management committees.

Coast

Revocation of all recreational netting in South Casstiaries.

Review commercial and recreational resource sharinggernaents in South
Coast estuaries e.g. make Pallinup Estuary recreatishaldionly —
consistent with the much higher importance of reapeatifishing.

No commercial demersal gill netting within 3NM of sharel review blue
groper management including mortality by this fishery.

Review Australian Salmon and Australian herring manageared
allocations from an IFM perspective.

44



Commonwealth South Coast Bio-regional Marine Planningtegrate with
State Marine Planning processes.

Guarantee continuation of consistent pink snapper isieih Wilson Inlet.
Review cobbler management arrangements for South Coast.

Totally protect lampreys and implement legislative nef®to protect
ammocoete larval habitat.

Develop estuarine management regulations that take iotmaicbiological
and wider social impacts of artificially breaching estuatars.

Recfishwest will publish all responses from politicaltjger on our website for the
recreational fishing public. While we would appreciate yi@lning policy we would
not anticipate a general policy containing specific detaich as included in this
Recfishwest policy. Therefore we would appreciate a respto all these items.

45



WA Recreational and Sportfishing Council (Inc) tr
Annual Report 2007/ 2008

ading as RECFISHWEST

APPENDIX Ill: Board Meeting Attendance

The Recfishwest Board of Management held ten Boardimgseduring the
2007/2008 year. Details of Board member's attendance aret Setiaow.

BOARD MEMBER

NUMBER OF MEETINGS
ATTENDED

Craig Leatt-Hayter

9

Norman Halse

8

Terry Fuller

[EEN
o

Des Wood

Allan Bevan

Howard Gill

Jamie Chester

Mark Morris

Steven Gill

John Webber

Stephen Gilders

Harry Vosper

Joe Petrovich

Ben Patrick

Joff Weston (proxy AFTA)

= =
Rlo|5lola|N|ujo| sk (INES

Peter Blyth (Term completed Oct 07)

w

Craig Bibra (Resigned from Board Oct 07)

w

Keith Tocas (Resigned from Board Oct 07)

[EEN
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APPENDIX IV: Metropolitan and Regional Fishing Clinics Report

In 2006, The Federal Minister for Fisheries, Forestd/@anservation, Eric Abetz
launched a new Recfishwest initiative as part of ther&ational Fishing Community
Grants Program called, “Addicted to Fishing Not Drugs”. dwihg the success of
this inaugural program, Recfishwest was successful in gainfingheer grant to allow
this program to continue for a second year in 2007 and eashmore children.

The second round of funding from the Recreational FishmgrBunity Grants
Program came to an end in June 2008 with the completitire JAddicted to Fishing
Not Drugs” project and a final report has now been submitted.

The 2007 Northern Fishing Clinics Tour was run during August 2667reluded 21
clinics with over 600 participants. Townships visited incth@arnarvon, Exmouth,

Onslow, Karratha/Dampier, Port Hedland, Broome and Derlbyvould like to thank
Frank Prokop, Craig Leatt-Hayter, Keith Tocas, Cost@oKane Moyle, Kim Burton,
Craig Bibra and Paul Willis for their help in yet aratisuccessful Northern Tour.

Recfishwest conducted during the last financial year, 3opelitan clinics with
over 800 participants.

As part of National Youth Week 2008, Recfishwest in conjonatvith the Onslow
Youth Outreach Project and the Shire of Ashburton condwartether three day
fishing clinic program in Onslow, ¥5- 17" April 2008. These fishing clinics
coincided with the official launch of the Onslow Yo@htreach Project.

The three day ‘Gone Fishing’ program provided 25 local chiltmeropportunity to
try their hand at fishing and learn new and exciting skitid techniques. The clinics
promoted the important messages of ‘FishSmart SunSmartAaidicted to Fishing
not Drugs’.

This program was again a resounding success, thanks lavgbby éxcellent work of
fishing clinic presenters Craig Bibra, Kim Burton and P&fillis and the Shire of
Ashburton’s Youth and Community Development Officer, Anaiaigson.

The 2008 Southern Fishing Clinics Tour was run during April aagt ¥hd included
12 clinics and nearly 400 children. Townships visited duringeitjet day tour were
Esperance, Albany, Manjimup, Harvey and Waroona. Many thanksank Prokop,
Con Costa, Alan Guthrie and Kim Burton for their assise in making this Southern
Tour successful.

Recfishwest held its first Pink Flyfishing Clinic — “FishdaRly” at Point Walter on
28" November 2007 for 12 women recovering from breast carigifishing is an
excellent form of recovery exercise for breast eastirgery. Internationally
renowned fishing personality ‘Reel Girl’, Jeni Lerch cortédahe clinic. Jeni is well
known and highly respected in her field and provided expeidnuitl would also like
to thank David Bell from the Saltwater Flyrodder’'s Asation and Mike Roennfeldt
for helping the girls with their fly fishing technique tire day.
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The fishing clinic program again visited the south-west wiih fishing clinics being
held in Bremer Bay during January 2007 with a total of 41 ppatits. A fishing
clinic was also held in Carnarvon in June 2007 with al wfit80 participants which
was co-ordinated by Wally Dale with support from Recfisbiv Mark Halse co-
ordinated support provided by Recfishwest for the Walpoled@yirSchool’s “Back
to Nature Program”.

2007/2008 has been another highly successful year for the F&lingProgram.
Relationships with major sponsor Healthway continue tsttmg with an increase in
our funding during the next financial year. Recfishwestiso exploring other
potential funding avenues for continuation of the Nortlard Southern Tours in
20009.

I would like to thank Kim Burton, Craig Bibra, Paul Willi§erry Fuller, Alan
Guthrie, Lisa Sharp and Justin Nowrojee for their fstitavork as Fishing Clinic
Presenters. Their infectious attitude towards fishing e &bility to interact with
clinic participants are what help make this program susiteess.

Yvette Guy
Fishing Clinic Coordinator
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APPENDIX V: Commonwealth Government Recreational Fishing
Community Grants Programme — Recfishwest Final Reports

Project Reference Number: R4104

Project Title: Western Australian Young Future Leaders in
Recreational Fishing
Name of Grantee: The Western Australian Recreational and Sport

Fishing Council Inc.

Contact person and telephone| Frank Prokop
number: (08) 9246 3366

Introduction

The aim of Recfishwest’s Young Future Leaders Prograntevasng together a
group of young people who had the potential to become ttiggeaeration of
recreational fishing leaders. A forum and venue wastezlavhere these recreational
fishers could be educated and mentored by a group of experi@andegecognised
leaders in recreational fishing advocacy and managenidi.investment in
personal development for a group of young recreatiosia¢fs, concerned about the
management of their industry, would result in a groupdbatd represent their
industry in a wide variety of management, research dandation roles associated
with recreational fishing in the future.

Prior to the development of this program the recreatifishing industry was facing
an increasing shortage of people willing and able to assusitgops in advocacy and
representation for the increasingly complex environrf@nivhich the industry
impacts and is impacted upon.

Our motivation behind developing the Young Future Leaders &mogrmas that the
recreational fishing industry would not be able to achievielitgapacity without a
succession plan to involve young people into advocacy.rdlesre has been a
significant inter-generational change in attitudes towaussainable recreational
fisheries management. It is the younger generatioroftext brings a different way of
thinking to issues and are the future of this industry.

In designing the program, Recfishwest recognised that fishiatpdepersonal
development can be a low priority for people with o#aployment and family
commitments. Therefore, it was extremely importhat a location which was
attractive; including some fishing activity was included isigering the program.

The Abrolhos Islands was chosen as the location toheiproposed program for
several reasons; the islands are an iconic remotaraqde recreational and
commercial fishing location in Western Australia antdasne to the world renowned
western rock lobster fleet; the location is isolatsith no external disturbances for the
duration of the program; it provides the capacity to expeeiesomething that
participants would otherwise not have the opportunity free&nce.

Recfishwest received 35 applications through an expressiatecest call, with 15
applicants being selected for positions on the progriine quality of the applicants
was very high and the participants represented a goodageocgl mix of Western
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Australia. Of the 15 participants 2 were female and 6 Were regional areas. It is
particularly in these two areas that the recrealibislaing sector has struggled to
service recreational fisheries management committes.roinfortunately, one
selected participant withdrew due to work commitments.

Each participant was allocated a Mentor to provide gueland assistance during
and after the program. Mentors were specifically chdsethe program, with all
having a wealth of knowledge and experience in fisheries geamant and
recreational fishing advocacy.

Recfishwest is fortunate to have a good working relahipngith the WA

Department of Fisheries for this program, which allowsdlie use of their Saville-
Kent Research Facility at the Abrolhos Islands lier% day course. This state of the
art facility proved to be an excellent venue for thegpam, providing a working
environment isolated from distractions and in arguablyadribe most valued
recreational fishing destinations in Australia.

The program enlisted the services of Mr lan Cartwrighiaitilitate and develop the 5
day program. lan has many years experience of ‘handssbaries management in
Australia and Overseas, including running the Australiamitihe College in
Tasmania and being Deputy Director of the Forum Fishemgnéy in the South
Pacific. His experience and knowledge were an invaluateurce in ensuring this
program met its objectives.

Through an intensive 5 day program involving guest speakers wittheabreadth of
knowledge in fisheries management the Young Future Leadgesgiven a series of
thought provoking talks to equip them with the knowledge andidence to
influence the recreational fishing future.

Program Obijectives

The objectives of the program were to:

o Bring together the next generation of recreationairiig leaders in a forum
where they will be educated and mentored by a group of erpedeand
recognised leaders in recreational fishing advocacy andgearent.

o Provide participants with a workshop experience thdthwild their
leadership, knowledge, skills and networks, and benefitttamaent of their
life goals

o Develop formal mentor relationship within the West Austiraliecreational
fishing sector.

o Inform participants of the challenges facing recreatifishing management
and the role Recfishwest plays in government advocacy.

o Through the participant’s personal development, laydbedations for
maintaining a sustainable and rewarding recreational fishdustry into the
future.
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Final Project Report

1. What was your project trying to achieve?

During Recfishwest’s strategic planning exercise in 2006, dufishwest Board
identified that recreational fishing related personal aguaknt is a low priority.
Recreational fishing is seen by many to be only as hobby/apuvity. It was
established that the recreational fishing industry wouldoradble to reach its full
capabilities unless we have an injection of youth anéar aduccession plan for
people to take on advocacy roles in recreational fishing.

One of the biggest impediments to young people increasamgitirolvement in
fisheries management is a perceived lack of understanflihg fundamental issues.
We aimed to bring together the next generation of aticngal fishing leaders in a
forum where they would be educated and mentored by a groxperienced and
recognised leaders in recreational fishing advocacy andgearent. From their
learnings and new found confidence fostered through the programs hoped that
these people could fill important recreational fishidgacacy roles in the future.

Fisheries Management can be a daunting subject matteafoy recreational fishers.
In designing the program Recfishwest wanted to developra gtogram that could
teach the basic principles of fisheries managemengtowp of young future leaders
in recreational fishing to allow them to constructiveigcuss a pathway forward for
recreational fishing in Western Australia. It wa®aisgoal to increase awareness of
the complexities and differing perspectives that need tmhsidered in developing
and assessing management strategies.

This journey in personal development was to be assistaddiynal Mentor
relationship for each participant from a recognised Lesdigsheries management
and/or advocacy.

Following the completion of the official program the iMer’s formally agreed to

help the Young Future Leaders in their development by sksog personal goals and
providing opportunities for them to take on a greater irmmlent in recreational
fisheries management.

2. What has your project achieved?

The Young Future Leaders Program has been a huge sucdbdegdback from
participants and mentors all being very supportive of tbgnam and the outcomes it
achieved.

Recfishwest believes the program has met the objedetesvith the recreational
fishing industry now having a competent group of young réiore fishers that
could easily step into a role representing the recreatitshing sector, be it a
Management Advisory Committee (MAC), Recfishwest Bloar Recreational
Fishing Advisory Committee (RFAC).

The program provided participants an intensive introductiothemasic principles of
fisheries management as well as an insight into tivesvig the recreational,
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commercial and conservation sectors. In designing thgragm, Recfishwest
believed it to be important that the next generatioleaders have an understanding
of, and respect for others who share the fisheriesires.

The program also included lectures on leadership, consalfeameworks and
government process, lobbying, fisheries compliance androfsel designing the
program Recfishwest believed it important for the yofutgre leaders to gain an
insight to all these important operating processes lefiss management.
Participant’s feedback from after the completionhaf program indicated that they
now have a much better understanding of what goes behimdrgoent decisions and
how to go about influencing change.

Influencing government policy and affecting change can beiatithg process and
the bureaucracy involved usually dissuades a number of ymomle with ideas and
vision for their industry. Recfishwest wanted to providengxas of where
“Champions” of the recreational fishing industry wereeabl influence government
policy to the benefit of recreational fishing. By pratsay examples of “Champions”
it was hoped that it would provide inspiration for the ygpduture leaders that they
can make a difference.

A significant component of the Young Future Leaders Pragn&olved the
participants being spilt into three groups to work on a dasky $o0 develop a
submission and presentation Bisheries Management Paper 225 - Managing the
Recreational Catch of Demersal Scalefish on the West Ca&ss paper forms the
basis of significant reforms to recreational fisherm@sagement in Western Australia
and was seen as a timely and highly relevant challergbd developing young
future leaders to test their newfound understanding ofréeadth of issues involved.

The quality of each group’s submission was exceptionalrandmparison to other
submissions developed by recreational fishing represersative had not been
exposed to the course, it would be second to only Recfislsveedbmission,
developed by full time professional staff, in terms dadend consideration of
issues. This was a significant achievement giventbe sime period the young
future leaders had to work on this project. Their priedgiems on the final night
highlighted their development over the course and thefeased confidence to
discuss these complicated issues in front of theirspa®a experts in fisheries
management. Many of the participants have continued totméather refine their
submissions in what is an ongoing management process.

The group of participants selected for the program wastabiepresent a good
geographical mix of Western Australia from Kununurra tbakly and also included
two female participants. Recfishwest has in the gasggled in its regional
representation and representation from women. Theiparits from this program
will help to fill a number of these gaps in the future.

Table 1: Young Future Leaders in Recreational Fishing 2008

Frank Nicol Kununurra 25
Paul Willis Henley Brook (Perth) 29
Matthew Gillett Willetton (Perth) 24

52



Peter Van Schoubroeck Albany 26
Pete Berlinski Rossmoyne (Perth) 29
Chris Jones Claremont (Perth) 27
Mary Waldron Broome 18
Justin Nowrojee Queens park (Perth) 32
Michael Sawyer Dunsborough 24
Greg Huebner Kalamunda 24
Christopher Giles York 18
Andrew Shuy East Perth (Perth) 26
Danny Dyson Bunbury 24
Lisa Hill Sorrento (Perth) 27
Testimonials

“Thanks for including me in the Young leaders programme. Not only did | &elain
about the purpose of the course it also has affected me in the wal¢ Abuut other
issues in my personal life.”

“Thank you so much for the opportunity to participate in the program. It was
fantastic. | got home and couldn't stop smiling, | had a great time slthzught
provoking, challenging but also lots of fun.”

“Thank you for the opportunity to be involved with the course, | learat and
thoroughly enjoyed myself throughout the entire course. In my mind, the ewass
organised amazingly well, and the quality of speakers and the content was
perfect...... I would love to become involved in any way | can, frorarobst
education and management.”

Facilitator lan Cartwright said “It was a great experience which lamgd

immensely. | also learned a good deal about attitudes and understanding — tb see al
the lights come on in terms of just how hard fisheries managemess iguite
enlightening.”

And

“Thanks very much for the opportunity to be part of the workshop. | found it
stimulating and rewarding, if a little hard at times to juggle betweewigmng
sufficient information and assistance without blowing your minds. Yoeeated to
cope outstandingly well and | was thrilled with the standard of the presamgat

3. Did you encounter any difficulties while carrying out yoproject? What would
you have done differently?

A common theme in feedback received from participamtieated that the program
was very intensive and covered a wide array of matefiaé case study proved to be
a significant challenge given the time allocated ingtegram, however, all groups
worked late into the night to prepare their presentataond submissions. This
highlighted the participant’s dedication to the prograoh\aas heartening from
Recfishwest’s perspective.
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During the program the facilitator and mentors felt thatiaber of the participants
were struggling to complete their case studies in theadtal time. To allow this
important task to be completed, we adapted the programedméhday to allow
more time for the groups to complete their presentai@hsubmission.

Although a number of participants identified the heavy wiad#tlas a negative aspect
of the program, all conversely stated that the intersitedule and high work load
was necessary to address all the relevant informatiodesigning the course,
Recfishwest was conscious not to have any flat spak®iprogram where
participants could become bored. Recfishwest will thlsefeedback into
consideration for any future leadership course.

The program was fortunate to have the services of éatw@ght to facilitate the
course. With lan’s experience, he made sure the mawaséntertaining and thought
provoking.

The planning for the Young Future Leader’'s Program was egtyenell managed by
a committee consisting of Craig Leatt-Hayer (Chairm&aRecfishwest and Mentor),
Kane Moyle (Policy Officer Recfishwest), Mark PagdRolicy Officer Department

of Fisheries), Kristy Saville (Policy Officer Deparmt of Fisheries) and Greg Finlay,
(Regional Manager Mid-west region including the Abrollglands).

Advertising and selection processes began months beprdbgram to enable the
selected participants to make arrangements to be avdiatitee duration of the
course. The standard of applicants was outstandingmatty of the applicants
being suitable for participation. An eligibility list waseated for those people who
had just missed out on selection. Nevertheless, deetae participant experienced
significant difficulties in getting time off work. Byé time it was clear that
negotiations for time off were not successful, theas insufficient time to seek a
replacement from the eligibility list. The courseitefore proceeded with 14
participants. Personal circumstances are always goibg &m issue when training
volunteers, no matter how desirable the course design.

An additional difficulty arose in planning the part of twurse where participants
were exposed to fisheries research operations in tlde fievas originally planned
and costed to use the dedicated fisheries research ferstes task. However, this
vessel required elsewhere during the course and the Rigl@ries Patrol Vessel the
PV McLaughlin was used in its place. The costs weragréa use this vessel, but
savings had been found elsewhere in the budget to allowahiddobe used. There
was an additional advantage in that participants waleegain a greater insight into at
sea compliance issues with the patrol boat that woulthanee been possible with the
research boat.

4. How has your project benefited the recreational fishing coomity (eg increased
community awareness regarding sustainable fishing practices)?

The aim of the Young Future Leaders Program was to equipua gfo/oung
recreational fishers that can take on important adyodes in the future. The 14
participants from the program all have the potentiallta fole in recreational fishing
advocacy in the future.
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Lisa Hill has recently been appointed as a member dRéoeeational Fishing
Advisory Committee (RFAC). RFAC provides advice to thiaiser for Fisheries on
recreational fishing issues and is a high level committéga continues to write her
monthly column in Fishing WA magazine, but now with mora ddcus towards
fisheries management issues. Lisa has attended a nofrfRecfishwest’s fishing
clinics where her teaching training has been extrenssjull

Michael Sawyer was selected for the FRDC Nationaf@®l Leadership Course and
is working on program to develop an on-line recreatioshlrfg data log-book. The
project is generating a lot of interest amongst figseresearchers and has huge
potential. Michael is the first recreational participembe selected for this course.

Chris Giles has been selected for work experiencetivwliDepartment of Fisheries as
part of his University studies in Aquatic Biology. Hisnkethic and demeanour
impressed a number of the Department of Fisheriestetdfattended the program.

Matt Gillett assisted Recfishwest in the developnoéithe Release Weight DVD
(also funded through the Recreational Fishing Commumiants Programme) and
presented a segment that will appear on the DVD. Wlatso assisting presenting
fishing clinics with Recfishwest.

All participants have carried on from the course ahtale either put in individually
or as part of a group a submission on the Minister'smeeendations for West Coast
demersal finfish management.

5. Has there been an increase in community use of the grbgite and/or project
materials? If yes, describe.

The Young Future Leaders Program has been viewed as asuegess amongst the
recreational fishing industry. Not only have we receivezktlent feedback from
those whom participated in the program, but the feedback the fishing community
and Department of Fisheries has been very supportive.

Recfishwest has provided support to Malcolm Poole (NSW)amd#velopment of
their Young Future Leaders Program to be run later thisatdasrd Howe Island.
Recfishwest has provided advice on the program developmédnha NSW program
will be modelled on Recfishwest’'s Young Future Leader Ruogr

Kane Moyle was a participant in the National Young Futigaders Project run by
Recfish Australia in Darwin. As a result of thaperience, he became a mentor for
the Western Australian program and has since been sfiddgessinning the FRDC
Peter Dundas-Smith national award and will attend therigan Society for Fish
Biology conference in Ottawa Canada later this yeds.Hbped that the Western
Australian young future leaders would nominate for eonalileadership program
should it be run again.

The Young Future Leaders Program has also received aalangent of favourable
coverage in fishing publications. Articleshiotbite, Fishing WAand Western
Australian Fishing Magazinbave all promoted the program in a positive manner
(articles attached). The outcomes of the progratreidgib be published in the
Department of Fisheries publicatioWestern Fisherigsn July 2008.
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6. What follow-up activities are you intending to perform?

The success of this inaugural program and large number ot apislihas prompted
Recfishwest to investigate running the same program in 2008 lafide number of
applicants for the inaugural program has indicated thahteeest and quality of
candidates from the recreational fishing sector isileadailable. With the end of
Recreational Fishing Community Grants Programme asdingrsource, Recfishwest
will need to source other funding avenues in the futlifee Department of Fisheries
has indicated it would provide a similar level of supportthe program if it was to
run again.

It is hoped that several participants from the inaugroatse would be in a position
to act as mentors for a future program.

Feedback from the participants after the program wagtbg would like to
reconvene for a workshop 12 months after the completiidine program to discuss
each other’s progress and discuss recreational fistsngds Recfishwest will host
this workshop and run it in the style of a Management gatyi Committee (MAC).

The seven Mentors from the program have given anasseito provide regular
contact and guide the participants in their developroeet the next 12 months.
Feedback from all participants since the course isnigaitors have provided
enormous assistance. Mentors will forward opportunitretoarticipants that suit
their interest areas and represent a challenge.

The relationship developed with the Department of Fiskdvientors has already
opened many employment and work experience opportuniti@srfomber of the
participants with the Department of Fisheries.

Recfishwest now has a highly competent group of young flgakers in recreational
fishing. Recfishwest will promote a number of furtreadership development
opportunities to the group to continue their developrasrihe next generation of
leaders.

7. Please attach any project photos, letters of recognition, peysr articles, media
events, publicity, survey feedback results and successgestor

Media Releaseg?2)

Media Stories

Hotbite (2)

Fishing Western Australia (2)

The Western Australia Fishing Magazine
Kimberley Rural Report ABC

Letters of recognition
Peter Millington, Chief Executive Officer, Department-igheries
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Release Weight Information Brochure & DVD

Project Reference Number: R5072

Project Title: Release Weight Information Brochure & DVD
Name of Grantee: Recfishwest

Contact person and telephone| Mr Kane Moyle

number: 08 9246 3366

Introduction

The release of marine fish has become increasinglyriapicto recreational anglers.
Fisheries regulations and management tools such aisize bag limits and closed
seasons as well as a stronger conservation ethiefiased in more fish being
released. Unfortunately, poor handling and technique cart nesnany released fish
dying from injuries sustained during their capture.

Many important demersal (bottom dwelling) reef species, asathufish, pink
snapper and breaksea cod, are susceptible to pressureirglaied called
barotrauma, when raised to the surface from depths ohdr20 metres or more. A
West Australian invention, the “Release Weight”, wagetlgped to minimise the
affects of barotrauma. The Release Weight has sidesequently proven in tagging
studies to be the best practice for releasing demersaéspe ensure its post release
survival.

The emergence of the Release Weight as a releaseqieehesulted in Recfishwest
producing an information brochure on its use in 2005. Duestfighwest’s
budgeting constraints only a limited number of these \able to be produced in the
first instance. Increasing the popularity of the Rel&&s&ght amongst the
recreational fishing community will only be possible i thenefits continue to be
advertised to recreational fishers.

The aim of this program was to re-design Recfishwest&iagi brochure, improving
its content and making it more interesting as well aglycing a short informative
DVD on how to use the Release Weight and its benafitsleasing demersal finfish.
The distribution of an information package on the Relédgsight would help
increase awareness of this important fishing equipmenhgshoecreational fishers.
It is hoped in the future the Release Weight will bee@onch an essential piece of
fishing equipment that every recreational fishing boat eaitry one.

Overall Objectives

o Re-design and produce 20,000 copies of the Recfishwest B&lasght
Brochure

o Produce 5,000 copies of an instructional DVD on the ReM&sght

o0 Increase public awareness of the Release Weight sisplactice’ for the
releasing of demersal fish.

Final Project Report

1. What was your project trying to achieve?
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The objective of this project was to promote ‘best ficatfor the releasing of
demersal finfish to ensure they have the best posdiblece of post-release survival.

An invention by a concerned recreational angler, Gaitty, Icalled the Release
Weight has be studied by fisheries scientists and foubd tbe most effective release
technique for many demersal finfish species in Westerrnrélisst

The device is essentially a weighted barb-less hookgltatnnected to a fishing line
to lower a fish back to the depth where it came frome Rbelease Weight functions
by assisting fish to return to a depth where water pressdlows their swim bladder

to revert to normal size.

Unfortunately public awareness of this new and innovatiethod of releasing
demersal fish is not widely known amongst the reaseatifishing community.

The aim of this project was to make the Release Weiglgly recognisable amongst
recreational fishers so that every boat based fish®ione and knows how to use it.
To increase public awareness Recfishwest planned to pracaskage of
information that could convey the benefits of the RedeWeight in an entertaining
and informative manner.

2. What has your project achieved?

The project has met the objective of re-designing andntepy 20,000 copies of the
Release Weight brochure (See Appendix).

The re-design of the brochure has presented the tseaafitimportance of using a
Release Weight in a more appealing and eye catching manher20,000 copies
produced of this brochure will allow for each tackle storWestern Australia as well
as regional fisheries offices to have a collectiobrothures to distribute amongst the
recreational fishing public.

The project has also been successful in producing andtistial DVD on the
“Release Weight”, with 5,000 copies being produced.

Recfishwest is delighted with the quality of the DVD &nel work the Australian
Fishing Network has done in producing the DVD. We were abbdapture all of the
key shots to highlight the importance of using a Releasghiwand the DVD
portrays a short, but informative message on the impmetahgood fish handling and
release techniques. The footage was able to be shoe idays fishing aboard Blue
Juice Charters and an additional day of filming of wieaxs.

Recfishwest was also able to include the InfofiSefitly Does it DVDas an
additional menu item on the Release Weight DVD. Pphigyram has some additional
information on released fish survival and provides a gretah for people that view
the DVD.

It is hoped through these two outcomes that Recfisheegsmeet its final objective
of increasing public awareness of the Release Weiglitthbsoomes an essential item
for recreational bottom fishers. The public awarenekse monitored by
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Recfishwest through its membership base and education/exteaivities such as
fishing clinics and boat shows.

3. Did you encounter any difficulties while carrying out yoproject? What would
you have done differently?

Recfishwest encountered significant difficulties in organg a date to film the DVD.
As the footage required for the DVD needed a number obimofish to be caught and
released it was important that we had good weathemucd the filming.

The filming was done by Jason Munn from Australian Fishiegark, which
involved him having to travel from Melbourne to Perth foe filming. To allow for
potential bad weather we needed to allow for a coupleysf tado the filming. One
of the days we had budgeted for filming aboard Salt Watart@ts had to be
cancelled due to bad weather. This involved a significastioal challenge to
organise another boat and crew for the following day whemweather would be
reasonable enough to fish. As a result of Salt Watart€rs being booked for the
following day Recfishwest had to enlist the serviceslo€Buice Charters at the last
minute to accommodate the fishers and film crew.

The following day’s weather was still a challengeffshing, but the crew managed to
catch the required amount of fish to get suitable footafjee turbid water and rough
conditions meant that the underwater footage we had hop=pture was of a poor
quality. This meant that only a small amount of undemfat#age could be used in
the final production.

The production crew was still able to get some intergdtiotage of the Release
Weight underwater by attaching an underwater camera lghe tme just above the
Release Weight. This footage illustrated how the Rel@ésight quickly returns the
fish to the bottom and was able to show the fish swirgraway at the bottom. In the
future this method would probably be the most effectivehowdbf capturing
underwater footage.

4. How has your project benefited the recreational fishing coomity (eg increased
community awareness regarding sustainable fishing practices)?

As a result of the outcomes of this project, Recfigtvias produced 20,000 Release
Weight brochures and 5,000 DVD’s. A package containing the BMDbrochure

will be sent out to 71 tackle stores and regionakfiEs offices around Western
Australia. It is hoped that each tackle store can premtly display the brochure
within their store and hand out a DVD when a Releasgh/és sold. Many stores
will also be running the DVD in-store as an educatiemifor their customers.

The Release Weight has been scientifically provdretthe superior method for
releasing demersal finfish. The promotion of this mdtwill hopefully increase the
number of boats that carry and use a Release Weight ladttom fishing.

Recfishwest is hopefully that a Release Weight witldree an essential part of
fishing equipment where a fisher wouldn’t leave thet bamp without it.

Recfishwest even went as far to recommend to the tdimés part of his review of

the management for west coast demersal speciesatihyabbat which is required to
carry and EPIRB and has fishing gear onboard, should also be required to carry a
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device capable of being used as a release weight, including all comniestuilady
boats with wetline entitlemerits

5. Has there been an increase in community use of the grbgite and/or project
materials? If yes, describe.

The public awareness of the Release Weight continugewo as Recfishwest
promotes this method of release as best practice &asialy demersal finfish. It is
still too early to measure the impact of this projedeims of an increased use of
Release Weights amongst the recreational fishing puBkxzfishwest plans to gauge
the demand for Release Weights over the coming months.

The number of Release Weights purchased can be moniipted supplier, Sunset
Sinker Supplies, since it is the only company that prodiness.t Recfishwest will be
in contact with Sunset Sinker Supplies to see if demanBd@ease Weights has
increased during the promotion period.

6. What follow-up activities are you intending to perform?

Recfishwest will monitor the demand for the brochurekwahen stocks become low,
will order a reprint as demands require. We will endeato find funds within our
existing budget to met reprinting costs of the brochurkarfuture. The project has
provided Recfishwest with a master copy of the DVD andtaxiail copies can be
reproduced if required. The DVD will also be availableRatfishwest’s website for
people to view.

Recfishwest will continue to actively promote the us®elease Weights for all
recreational fishers that fish for demersal spedisfrmation items on the Release
Weight will be made available at the boat shows andratents that Recfishwest
attends. We will also continue to promote the Rel®dsight through the fishing
media at every available opportunity.

Recfishwest’s Policy Officer, Kane Moyle, has beeocgssful in winning the FRDC
Peter Dundas-Smith national award and will attend therigan Society for Fish
Biology conference in Ottawa Canada later this yeanedwill participate in an
international panel session on barotrauma and present agraRecfishwest’'s work
involving the Release Weight. The Release Weight hmacand DVD will prove to
be valuable information tools at this event and provide t&nnational exposure for
this work that would otherwise not be possible. The ex@nand education work
that Australia is doing on post-release survival of fistegarded very highly
internationally and this will be a great opportunity tatier develop our standing
amongst our peers.

7. Please attach any project photos, letters of recognition, paeysr articles, media
events, publicity, survey feedback results and successgestor

Media Stories

Hotbite Magazine
Fishing Western Australia
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Addicted to Fishing not Drugs fishing clinic

Project Reference Number: R4105

Project Title: Addicted to Fishing Not Drugs Fishing Clinics

Name of Grantee: The Western Australian Recreational and Sport
Fishing Council Inc.

Contact person and telephone| Frank Prokop
number: (08) 9246 3366

Introduction

Recfishwest was granted funding for our “Addicted to Fishiong Drugs” (AFND)
initiative in Rounds 1 and 4 of the RFCG Programme. fistegest’s fishing clinic
program continues to be a huge success winning a Recfistakaigward forBest
Project or Initiative Encouraging Women and Young People’s Participation in
Fishing Recfishwest was also a finalist for a Communitgves Industry Award —
Strengthening Rural and Remote Communitiesecfishwest’s fishing clinic program
was taken throughout the State of Western Australiaaguhgcchildren and youth
aged 10 — 18 years of age about rudimentary fishing skdisafety. Importantly the
program combines long-term mentoring and positive lifdsskiith conservation
education in one powerful and adaptable package.

Participants are empowered by a new, fun activity andiyp®4$fe skills, such as
creative decision-making, problem-solving, goal settingepad, and camaraderie.
Shared experiences with friends and family help childestebcommunicate and
interact with each other. They gain confidence anddinéw sense of respect and
responsibility for themselves, their friends and fgraind their community.

Overall Objectives

Recfishwest enhanced its fishing workshop program incorpgrati

(a) Fishing workshops for ages 10 to 18 and,

(b) Promotion of fishing workshops through metropolitan schools and
community centres and in regional areas of WA for both childra and adults.

No of workshops

Metropolitan schools 33
Community centres 26
Regional areas- Northern (eg Carnarvon to Derby) 32

and Southern tours (eg Mandurah to Esperance).

Participants in workshops were educated on:

a) general aquatic conservation and recognition of fish speci

b) catch and release with SunSmart/ANSA/Recfishwest defghse weights
c) casting techniques and selection of bait and general rigging

d) the benefits of fishing to a healthy lifestyle

e) sun protection whilst fishing

f) the importance of fishing as a family activity
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g) the benefits of talking as a family unit while fishing
h) recreational fishing as an alternate activity to taking drugs

OBJECTIVES

Recfishwest enhanced its promotion through goals:

Discouraged drug use amongst youths

Encouraged fishing as a family outdoor activity

Promoted the importance of sustainability of naturadueses
Promoted good health and environmental practices withifisiiag
community

Promote the enjoyment of the recreational fishing egpee and good
fishing practices

To increase the use of sun protection measures used bgtieoal and sport
fishers

Promoted good practice in prevention of skin cancedirits.
Discouraged smoking in the recreational fishing community

To achieve these goals Recfishwest will:
Increase by 1% the youth participation in fishing as aileiactivity, with
particular emphasis on regional communities througtkshmps.
Visit major regional centres throughout Western Alistra
Ensure that at least two workshops are held for youtislkabr Aboriginal
persons per year.
Provide written evidence of meeting these goals and obgscirieluding
provision of testimonials.

TARGET GROUP

Youths aged between 10 and 18 with direct contact with appraxiately
3,000 youths and indirect contact through extension with 5,000.

Adult recreational and sport fishers who are the parents othese youths -
with direct contact with approximately 500 and indirect contactwith
approximately 30,000.

Final Project Report

1. What was your project trying to achieve?

Discourage drug use amongst youths

Encourage fishing as a family outdoor activity

Promote the importance of sustainability of naturadueses

Promote good health and environmental practices withifighig
community

Promote the enjoyment of the recreational fishing egpes and good fishing
practices
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To increase the use of sun protection measures used bgtieoal and sport
fishers

Promote good practice in prevention of skin canceduits.

Discourage smoking in the recreational fishing community

2. What has your project achieved?

The “Addicted to Fishing Not Drugs” Program has continuegroov from initial
funding received in round one of the Recreational Fishmgn@unity Grants
Programme. The Recfishwest fishing clinic program waseteld to almost 1,400
children in regional locations state wide. The 2007/08 progmalmded a southern
and northern tour which covered regional areas fronefasgge through to Derby,
visiting 12regional locations in Western Australia as well asRlerth Metropolitan
region. A total of 65 school clinics were completed dytime program with another
26 community based clinics in regional and metropolitan dhaseas. Another
40,000contacts were indirectly exposed to the Recfishwesstirkg Clinics messages.

The 2007/08 program also included two visits to the remoternalgio mmunity on
Onslow for a week long program as part of National YoudekM2007 and 2008.
These clinics were embraced by the Onslow community addatiditional support
from local mining companies. This facilitated Recfishinesng able to make a
dedicated visit to this community outside of its annual NontA@ur.

The program also visited the isolated inland Warralong bl Community for a
clinic as part of the Northern Tour. This is first éithe program has been delivered
to a remote Aboriginal Community. Isolated regionaht@mns such as Onslow and
Warralong Aboriginal Community were particularly gratdr Recfishwest’s visit.

The children in such locations are isolated from saoialactions with large numbers
of people, and therefore some have difficulties compatmg effectively. The Shire
of Ashburton has enlightened us to the reality of drugsgoeirelentless problem in
small isolated locations, and the presence of Recéishior a longer duration has had
far reaching positive effects on this community. Our preséms encouraged an
alternative activity to drug usage by promoting and teachirdrehithe skills of
fishing.

The central message of ‘Addicted to Fishing Not on Drugs’dedisered in an
informal manner, encouraging fishing as an alternatiealthy lifestyle choice.
Recfishwest endeavoured to send a fun message for fishingfptimg fishing as a
healthy lifestyle alternative with the added opportunitgpending quality time with
friends and family and enjoying the outdoors. Fishing wasigigield as an activity
which can be enjoyed by everyone, regardless of intellectwhletic ability or
social background. It promotes increased communicatrmugih discussions with
family and friends whilst fishing, and increased confidanaechild’s ability to
participate in and succeed at all or at least some pHre @ctivity.

The capacity to reach children in remote locationswkreceived by teachers,

parents and other town officials. This gave childrerogh@ortunity to try the new
skill of fishing with a rod and reel, as many childremamote areas had only ever
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fished with hand lines. Several children revelled indpportunity to accomplish and
become skilled in a new activity.

Sustainable fishing, including good health and environmental peacire
encouraged through Recfishwest fishing clinics to promotajayable recreational
fishing experience.

Recreational fishers have been identified as a halhgroup which are subject to UV
direct from sun and reflection from water.

The SunSmart message was also conveyed as a complgnmeessage, to
encourage the use of sun protection measures by recréfisbees and ensure
SunSmart behaviour is adopted to prevent the risk of skiceca The anti-cancer
message was also conveyed through discouraging smoking asdinppyemoke-free
locations for the clinics.

As part of its Health Policy, Recfishwest promotesifig clinics as smoke free
events. Participants, teachers, parents, helpersrdndkers are not permitted to

smoke or use tobacco products.

Regional Clinic Locations 2007/2008

Date / Time Location School/Group ontact Details No. of
Participants
14 April 07 Windy Harbour The Willo Cup Barry Ford 50
9772 1241
16 April 07 Onslow National Youth Week | Anna Jamieson 52
2 Clinics Shire of Ashburton 9184 6001
17 April 07 Onslow National Youth Week | Anna Jamieson 52
2 Clinics Shire of Ashburton 9184 6001
18 April 07 Onslow National Youth Week | Anna Jamieson 52
2 Clinics Shire of Ashburton 9184 6001
3 May 07 AQWA Jetty Sevenoaks Senior | Beverley Smith 15
1-3pm College 93565 4943 + 1 teacher
8 May 07 Fremantle Wharf Corpus Christi College Brian Hurn 30
2 Clinics 9310 0837 + 2 teachers
12.10-1.10pm
1.10 — 2.20pm
9 May 07 AQWA Jetty Helena Valley Primary | Rod Mifflin 36
2.30 — 4.30pm School 9294 1062
+ 2 teachers/2 parents
23 May 07 Woodmans Point Jetty | Hamilton SHS Emergency | Tristan Eastwood 30
3.30 — 5.30pm Services 9314 0325
+ 2 teachers/2staff
2 June 07 Carnarvon Carnarfin Wally Dale 80
7 June 07 Point Peron Cottesloe Primary School | lan Bersan 27
9.30 — 11.30am 9384 2426
+3 teachers/1 parent
14 June 07 AQWA Jetty Lake Joondalup Baptist | Kylie Nicholson 24
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Date / Time Location School/Group ontact Details No. of
Participants
4 —6pm College 9300 7444 + 4 teachers
16 Jul 07 Bicton Baths Jetty Parent & Child | Craig Bibra 26
10 — 12 Community Clinic 0419 991 869 + 12 parents
18 & 19 Jul 07 Claremont WA Education Expo Luke George 1500
9.30 — 4.30pm | Showgrounds 9285 2167
7 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR East Carnarvon Primary Stewart Harris 30
12.15-2.15 Carnarvon 9941 1443 + 1 teacher
8 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR East Carnarvon Primary Stewart Harris 30
10 — 12noon Carnarvon 9941 1443
+ 1 teacher
8 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR Carnarvon Primary School | Belinda Reid 30
1-3pm Carnarvon 9941 1425 + 1 teacher
10 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR Exmouth District High | Caryl Carr 167
4 Clinics Exmouth School 9949 2633 + 4 teachers
8.30 — 1.30pm
13 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR Onslow School Scott Beatty 60
2 Clinics Onslow 9184 6062 + 2 teachers
8.30 & 11am
14 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR Shire of Ashburton Anna Jamieson 30
2 Clinics Onslow Reunion 9184 6001
10am & 3pm
16 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR St Lukes High School Paul Delane 20
9 —1lam Karratha 91441 081 + 1 teacher
16 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR Millars Well Primary Carolyn Nunn 20
12 — 2pm Karratha 91852 400 + 1 teacher
17 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR St Lukes High School Paul Delane 20
9 —1lam Karratha 91441 081 + 1 teacher
18 Aug 07 COMMUNITY CLINIC | Nickol Bay Sportfishing | Justin Neil 20
Karratha Club Parent helpers
20 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR Hedland Senior High | Graham Gordon 60
2 Clinics Port Hedland School 9172 1244 + 2 teachers
8 & 10.30am
21 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR Warralong Aboriginal | Kate McKenzie 25
11— 1pm Port Hedland Community 9176 4925
23 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR Broome Primary School Geoff Perry 30
11 -1pm Broome 9192 1352 + 1 teacher
26 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR Broome Sportfishing Club | Sara Hennessy 30 Adults
Broome 20 children
27 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR Holy Rosary Brendon Lawler 35
9 —1lam Broome 9191 1283 + 1 teacher
27 Aug 07 NORTHERN TOUR Derby District School Robyn Willey 30
11.30-1.30pm Broome 9193 1035 + 1 teacher
6 Oct 07 Denmark Denmark 10,000 1,000
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Date / Time Location School/Group ontact Details No. of
Participants

11 — 14 Oct 07 Mandurah Marina Mandurah Boat Show 26,000
24 Oct 07 AQWA Jetty Balcatta Senior HS Bree Moulder 16
8.30 — 10.30am 9345 8276 + 1 teacher
25 Oct 07 AQWA Jetty Balcatta Senior HS Bree Moulder 16
8.30 — 10.30am 9345 8276 + 1 teacher
14 Nov 07 Rottnest Army Jetty Hillcrest Primary School Richard Glowacki 46
2 Clinics 9370 2330 + 6 teachers
12.30 & 2pm
23 Nov 07 AQWA Jetty MLC Mandy Coombes 23
1-2.30pm 9384 4000 + 3 teachers
28 Nov 07 Point Walter Pink Flyfishing Clinic — | Frank Prokop 12
9.30 — 12.30 Community Clinic 9246 3366 + 3 assisting
29 Nov 07 AQWA Jetty Weld Primary School Rick Payne 23
9 —1lam 9276 5891 + 3 teachers
30 Nov 07 AQWA Jetty Poseidon Primary School | Damien Moralee + 1 teacher | 24
9-11lam
4 Dec 07 Claremont Jetty Christ Church Grammar Emma Whiting 27
10.30 — 9442 1724
12.30pm + 2 teachers/2 parents
5 Dec 07 Claremont Jetty Christ Church Grammar Jerome Giriffin 27
10.30 — 9442 1589
12.30pm + 2 teachers/2 parents
7 Jan 08 Rottnest Army Jetty Rottnest Island Education | Jennifer Howell 28
9—1lam — Community Clinic 9372 9790 + 14 parents
14 Jan 08 Rottnest Army Jetty Rottnest Island Education | Jennifer Howell 23
9 - 1lam — Community Clinic 9372 9790 + 10 parents
25 Jan 08 Rottnest Army Jetty Rottnest Island Education | Jennifer Howell 25
9—1lam — Community Clinic 9372 9790 + 10 parents
25 Jan 08 Sandy Beach Altone  Park  Leisure | John Langley 35
10 — 12 Centre —  Community | 9377 6181 + 4 helpers

Clinic
1 Feb 08 Rottnest Army Jetty Rottnest Island Education | Jennifer Howell 20
9 - 1lam — Community Clinic 9372 9790 + 12 parents
11 Feb 08 Point Walter Rostrata Primary School Dan Malone 60
2 Clinics 9457 9455 + 3 teachers
9.30 & 12 noon
12 Feb 08 Point Walter Rostrata Primary School Dan Malone 60
2 Clinics 9457 9455 + 2 teachers
9.30 & 12 noon
13 Feb 08 Point Walter Rostrata Primary School Dan Malone 54
2 Clinics 9457 9455 + 2 teachers
9.30 & 12 noon
14 Feb 08 Woodman Point St Hildas Dan Mornement 50
2 Clinics 9285 4509 + 2 teachers
8 & 9.40am
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Date / Time Location School/Group ontact Details No. of
Participants
23 Feb 08 McCallum Park Swanfish Don Cox
2 Mar 08 Lancelin Lancelin Coastal Day & | Heather Hatch 1,500
RL Festival
13 Mar 08 AQWA Jetty St Gerards Catholic | Arletta Ralph 25
9.30 — 11.30am School 9349 8706 + 2 teachers
3 Apr 08 Woodman Point MLC Gary Howlett 50
2 Clinics 0427 383 536 + 2 teachers
9&12
3 Apr 08 Rottnest Army Jetty St Mary’s Anglican School | Rachel Newman 52
2 Clinics 9409 7279 + 6 teachers
9.30 & 1.30pm
15—-17 April 08 | Onslow National Youth Week Anna Jamieson 40
Shire of Ashburton 91846 107
23 April 08 Rottnest Army Jetty Rottnest Island Authority Kym Phillips 20
9.30-11.30 9372 9790 + 10 parents
26 April 08 Denmark Willo Cup Barry Ford 46 Adults
19 Children
29 April 08 SOUTHERN TOUR Castletown Primary Pauline Grewar 60
2 Clinics Esperance Jetty 9071 4852 + 2 teachers
9.30 & 12.30
30 April 08 SOUTHERN TOUR Nulsen Primary Gail Anderson 60
2 Clinics Esperance Jetty 9071 4466
9 & 11.30am + 2 teachers/5 parents
1 May 08 SOUTHERN TOUR Mt Lockyer Primary Steve Faulkner 30
9.30 — 11.30am | Albany Town Jetty 9841 1166 + 3 teachers
1 May 08 SOUTHERN TOUR Albany Primary Leigh Sheldon 30
12.30 — 2.30pm | Albany Town Jetty 9842 7400
+ 2 teachers/4 parents

2 May 08 SOUTHERN TOUR Yakamia Primary Paul Murray 60
2 Clinics Albany Town Jetty 9841 7533 + 2 teachers
9 & 10.45am
5 May 08 SOUTHERN TOUR East Manjimup Primary Gordon Roper 32
9.30-11.30 A & N Fontinini Fruit & + 2 teachers/2 parents

Nut Farm, Manjimup
5 May 08 SOUTHERN TOUR Kearnan College Paul Watson 30
1-3pm A & N Fontinini Fruit & 9771 1700 + 1 teacher

Nut Farm, Manjimup
6 May 08 SOUTHERN TOUR Harvey Primary School Simon Philp 30
9—-1lam Harvey Dam, Harvey + 1 teacher
6 May 08 SOUTHERN  TOUR | St Joseph’s School Vicki Hodgson 23
1 —2.30pm Drakesbrook  Dam, 97331 069 + 2 teachers

Waroona
14 May 08 Woodman Point St Geromes Siobhon Runge 60
2 Clinics 9499 9500
10 & 2pm + 2 teachers/3 parents
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Date / Time Location School/Group Contact Details No. of
Participants
22 May 08 Walpole Walpole Primary School Mrs Flett/Garry Muir 30
9840 1020
+ 2 teachers
31 May 08 Carnarvon Carnarvon Community Wally Dale 80
CARNARFIN
11 June 08 Point Peron Cottesloe Primary School | lan Bersan 18
9.30 — 11.30am 9384 2426 + 2 teachers
18 June 08 AQWA Jetty Hillary Primary School Shaun Geddes 22
1-3pm 9307 6365

3. Did you encounter any difficulties while carrying out yoproject? What would
you have done differently?

A visit to isolated inland Warralong Aboriginal Community ithgrthe 2007 Northern
Tour (a clinic on the 2006 Northern Tour was cancelledtdwesevere water crisis)
saw a dry clinic held here. The Warralong Aborigi@ammunity is 45 minutes
from the main highway making fishing opportunities limitéebr that reason
Recfishwest opted for a dry clinic. This was a vepytiwvhile clinic since the
children had little knowledge about fishing regulations orAudlicted to Fishing Not
Drugs and Sunsmart messages. Most of the children wefamitiar with rods and
reels (handlines are mostly used) and had never seesugdeas burley cages and
soft plastic artificial lures.

Now having visited the Community, if a clinic was to leddhhere for the next
Northern Tour — 2008, we would try to encourage fishing froardé Grey River.

4. How has your project benefited the recreational fishing coomity (eg increased
community awareness regarding sustainable fishing practices)?

Recfishwest regional fishing clinics raise community @amass on several aspects of
sustainable fishing practices.

Each clinic is aimed at encouraging children to participateenjoy a fun, new
recreational activity with their family and friend$ieh helps them to achieve
positive life skills. The shared experiences ofifighhelp children and youths better
communicate and interact with their families and ezttler. They also have the
opportunity through fishing to gain confidence and find a semse of respect and
responsibility for themselves, their community andrteavironment.

Recfishwest encourages fishing to be a fun pastime, arfdawssed solely on
catching as many fish as possible. Therefore it is itapbto educate participants
and helpers on catch care, and best handling methofishiféo achieve high survival
rates with released fish. Children are encouraged toalidesh with care, using a
wet rag or wet hands to handle the fish whilst remouieghiook and not place the
fish on hot surfaces.
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Fishing regulations such as bag and size limits are discusgkdeference to the
reasoning behind each limit. Regional locations with laigbriginal populations are
benefited by the understanding behind why such regulations place, and why
undersize or ‘pan-size’ fish should be thrown backtckag only what you need to
eat is reinforced in each fishing clinic to ensure childten't exceed bag limits or
use them as a target to measure their enjoyment of plesiexce.

The Recfishwest fishing clinics also highlight the needatasider safety whist

fishing, as no fish is worth a life. Notifying otherswafere you plan to fish and
expected return time is important before leaving to gorfgshiStudents are advised of
some of the dangers to be aware of whilst fishing suchexpected waves, slippery
rocks and dangerous marine life.

5. Has there been an increase in community use of the grbgite and/or project
materials? If yes, describe.

Recfishwest surveys returned from participating schawleate there has been an
increase in the number of youth taking up fishing as a réenehactivity. Contact
with participating schools and community groups suggest kildren who don’t
normally fish have taken up fishing as a result of tHarg clinic. Others reported
an increase in enjoyment and engagement of students ith hedlmarine science
topics following the fishing clinics.

Recfishwest keeps an up-to-date website, highlighting phd&isidents who have
caught fish or demonstrated positive behaviour during ounfistiinics. Our website
is very popular for community members to browse at phatoisalso remain updated
with other current recreational fishing issues.

6. What follow-up activities are you intending to perform?

A Recfishwest survey and photographs of relevantetaa®re emailed to all schools
who participate in fishing clinics on regional tours dsllw up and courtesy email.
This survey has been designed for quick completion to easbigh number are
returned for our records. Several schools have akso tentacted by phone to
discuss any recommendations teachers may have for iempemis to the structure of
our fishing clinics.

Most schools that are visited during the Northern andH&on Tours indicate that
they would involve Recfishwest in their school progragain. There are many
Metropolitan schools that contact us each year tmgg the fishing clinics for their
students which have become a regular excursion forsbgiester programs.

Follow up Regional Tours in 2008 would be extremely benéticianable
reinforcement of the messages conveyed at the clinics.

Many remote regional locations are not regularly visligdouring activities and are
susceptible to drug problems. The ability for Recfishwesgtiarn to such locations
and reinforce fishing as a fun alternative activity wouldehfar reaching effects on
the children participating. The Shire of Ashburton has higinéid a problem with
‘once off’ visits from outside sources unable to influence make a difference in the
children’s lives from one visit. A regular annual visiddishing event from
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Recfishwest would allow the opportunity to reinforce theifpee messages and allow
the children to learn more refined angling techniques.

7. Please attach any project photos, letters of recognition, peysr articles, media
events, publicity, survey feedback results and succesgestor

Project Completion Date: 30 June 2008

Report completed by (name):| Frank Prokop

Connection with Project: Executive Director
Signature:
Date: 12 June 2008
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