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WA RECREATIONAL FISHING GRANTS 
APPLICATION PACKAGE
Background

Upon the introduction of the Recreational Fishing from Boat Licence in March 2010, the State Government made a commitment that funds generated by the licence would be applied for the promotion of recreational fishing in Western Australia.
These funds, together with other funds contributed by the State Government, are held in the Recreational Fishing Account administered by the Minister for Fisheries. Funds will be made available to selected projects through a grants scheme.
This package provides details of the grants scheme together with a grant application form.
Selection Process

Grants will be made to projects selected through a competitive application process.

Projects will be selected by the Minister for Fisheries (acting through his delegates within the Department of Fisheries) upon the recommendation of the Recreational Fisheries Account Advisory Body (RFAAB), a sub-committee of Recfishwest, which is the peak body representing recreational fishers in Western Australia. 

To assist with the assessment of projects, where appropriate, the RFAAB may rely upon:

· technical  input from a panel of experts; and
· guidance as to strategic priorities from the Department of Fisheries and Recfishwest.
The Minister has absolute discretion in evaluating all applications and making a final decision in the application of funds. The Minister is not bound to accept any applications. 
Applications for Grants
Applications for the grant of funds must be made on the accompanying application form. It is important that all sections of the application form are completed and that as much detail as possible is provided. Additional information may be appended to the application form if required.
Applications for the grant of funds may be made by e-mail to recfish@recfishwest.org.au
Applications must be received by 5pm on 15 March 2012.

Applicants

Applicants may be individuals or corporations. Applications by unincorporated associations should be in the name of a sponsor. Applicants must disclosure any relationship or association with the Department of Fisheries, Department personnel, Recfishwest or members of the RFAAB.

Quantum of Grants

Grants will be for amounts greater than $15,000.  Large grants may be awarded for projects which are considered meritorious, particularly longer term projects where the grant can be spread over a period of up to 3 years.

20% of the grant may be withheld until after delivery of the final report on the implementation of the project.
It should be noted that smaller grants are also available from Recfishwest through a separate grant scheme.

Assessment Criteria
Grants will only be made to projects that promote or benefit recreational fishing in Western Australia.
The following areas are considered strategic priorities for recreational fishing in Western Australia:

· stock protection and enhancement;

· habitat protection and enhancement;
· research related to recreational fishing;

· data collection in respect of recreational fishing catch and effort;

· public education related to recreational fishing;
· people development and succession planning in connection with the promotion of recreational fishing; and
· promotion of the socio-economic value of recreational fishing.
Projects should be directed to addressing one or more of these strategic priorities. The application should provide a detailed explanation as to how the project will promote or benefit recreational fishing in Western Australia.
In assessing applications for grants, regard will be had to the extent to which projects:

· are likely to deliver a significant or diverse benefit to recreational fishing in Western Australia;

· have synergies with:

· Recfishwest's Strategic Plan;

· the Department of Fisheries Strategic Plan; and
· other initiatives being pursued by the Department of Fisheries or Recfishwest; and/or

· are proposed by applicants who:

· are recreational fishers or can demonstrate support by recreational fishers; 

· can demonstrate that they have the expertise to deliver the project; and/or
· have a track record of timely, cost effective and successful project delivery; 
· are funded , in addition to the grant, by financial or in kind contributions by the applicant or third parties;
· apply grant funds directly towards project implementation not to indirect costs such as overheads, administration and travel; 
· have clear objectives and criteria against which the achievement of those objectives can be assessed; and 
· commit to comprehensive progress and final reporting on the implementation of the project.

Grant Agreement
Following the completion of the selection process, applicants will be advised of the outcome of their application and successful applicants must sign a grant agreement prior to the release of funds. 
The Minister for Fisheries reserves the right to vary the terms of the grant agreement, including by incorporating grant specific conditions.

Contact
If further information is required, please contact the Recfishwest Office on 9246 3366.
RECREATIONAL FISHING GRANT APPLICATION FORM
	Applicant
	Individual or corporation seeking funding

	Name
	

	Address
	

	Phone
	

	E-mail
	

	ABN
	

	Is the Applicant registered for GST?
	

	Identify any relationship or association between the applicant and the Department of Fisheries, Department personnel, Recfishwest or members of the RFAAB
	

	Financial Administrator
	Person responsible for administration of grant funds if not the Applicant.

	Name
	

	Address
	

	Phone
	

	Grant Sought
	Amount of grant sought

	Year 1
	

	Year 2 (if any)
	

	Year 3 (if any)
	

	Project Summary
	

	Description of project (100 words maximum)
	

	Project Objectives
	

	What will the project achieve?
	

	How will this promote or benefit recreational fishing in Western Australia?
	

	To what extent is the project supported by recreational fishers?
	

	Capacity to Deliver Project
	

	Identify any expertise or experience which the Applicant has which will assist in the delivery of the project, including completion of any comparable projects
	

	Identify any persons or organisations (other than the Applicant) who will assist in the implementation of the project
	

	Identify any consultation or investigation that has been undertaken to assess the viability of the project
	

	Project Summary
	

	Provide a detailed description of the project including all work/actions that will be undertaken by the Applicant and where applicable methodology that will be adopted.
	

	Provide details of where the project will take place (ie town/region and any relevant venues)
	

	Provide a detailed project schedule including key project delivery, reporting and funding milestones
	

	Provide details of proposed progress and final reporting on the implementation of the project
	

	Project Budget
	

	Provide a detailed budget for the project identifying:

· project expenses;

· project funds including:

· any financial or in kind contributions by the Applicant or third parties;

· any income generated by the project that will meet project expenses; and

· grant funds.

The budget should identify which project expenses grant funds will be applied to.

The budget should identify whether income and expenses are confirmed or merely estimated.
	


Disclosure
The Applicant agrees to this application and all annexed information being disclosed to the members of the RFAAB, Recfishwest, the Department of Fisheries, the Minister for Fisheries and technical consultants.
Certification

The Applicant and the Financial Administrator warrant that all information contained in and annexed to this application is complete, accurate and provided in good faith at the date of lodgement if this application. 

The Applicant undertakes to advise RFAAB of any change in circumstances which affects the accuracy of this application as soon as reasonably practicable. 
Disclaimer
The Applicant agrees that:

· the lodgement of an application does not form a binding contract between the Applicant and the RFAAB, Recfishwest, the Department of Fisheries or the Minister for Fisheries; 

· the Minister has absolute discretion in evaluating all applications and making a final decision in the application of funds; and
· the RFAAB, Recfishwest, the Department of Fisheries and the Minister for Fisheries will not, in any circumstances, be liable for any costs, expenses or loss incurred by the Applicant, including any costs associated with preparing an application.
Signed for and on behalf of the Applicant

___________________________________________
_____________________
__________

(Print Name and Position)



(Signature)


(Date)

Signed by the Financial Administrator
___________________________________________
_____________________
__________

(Print Name and Position)



(Signature)


(Date)
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